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Treasure in Heaven 


By Kate P. Flenniken 


F ALL earth’s acres, vast and broad, 
Far, stretching to the sea; 
Of all her countless flocks and herds, 
Not one belongs to me. 


No titled mansions passing down 
A proud, ancestral line ; 

But in the heavenly Shepherd’s fold, 
One little lamb is mine. 


In pastures fresh, and ever green, 
eside the waters still, 
Tended with His loving care, 
He leadeth where He will. 


Out on the mountains, bleak and wild, 
Where storm and tempest beat, 

I wander still, but joy supreme ! 
It feedeth at His feet. 


And when He calleth me by name, 
I'll hasten and rejoice 

To shelter, too, within His fold, 
Because I know His voice. 


Ce ae ie 
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The Blood Stands 


There is no Gospel but a blood Gospel. All coun- 
terfeit Gospels are bloodless, and mean death instead 
of life to those who are deceived by them. The news- 
papers recently reported an item that is good news 
indeed, in connection with the work of the Commission 
on Revision of the Methodist Episcopal Hymnal. 
Various groups of college young people have asked 
this Commission to eliminate or reduce the number of 
hymns that tell of the shed blood of Christ as the 
only way of salvation. This objection to the blood 
Gospel is not new; it was prominent not only while 
the New Testament was being written but a good 
many year's earlier, when the first murderer Cain’ ob- 
jected to Abel’s blood sacrifice and killed him for it. 
It is a cause for rejoicing by God’s blood-redeemed 
people in every denomination today that the Methodist 
Commission has refused to listen to the protests of the 
college young people and is keeping the true and only 
Gospel in its hymn books. Dr. George W. Henson has 
made public a letter received from Dr. John W. Lang- 
dale, Chairman of the Commission, which says: “As 
for the hymns containing the imagery of blood, not 
one is to be eliminated. Petitions have been received 
from young people stating that the imagery was dis- 
tasteful to them, but, despite that fact, every such 
hymn will be included.” In a letter to THE Sunpay 
ScHoo, Times Dr. Langdale calls attention to certain 


. false information that had been current as to the 


attitude of the Commission itself, and says that “no 
member of the Commission had ever even proposed 
to omit a hymn on account of its imagery of the atone- 
ment.” This is welcome news indeed, and many true 
Christians in the great Methodist Episcopal Church 
will praise God that they may sing here on earth of 


“the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot,” by which they are re- 
deemed, even as the redeemed in the presence of God 
sing “the song of the Lamb” (Rev. 15:3). 


-— 
Was the Old Testament Mistaken ? 


Is the religion of the Old Testament narrow, 
primitive, and mistaken? Was Peter wring, before 
his vision at Joppa, it: not eating “any thing ... 
common or unclean’? (Acts 10:14.) We often see 
statements, even in Christian literature, intimating 
that the Lord Jesus Christ had to bring the Jews out 
of their narrow Old Testament confines into a broader, 
truer view of life. And this is not so. If it were 
so the Lord would never have said, of the Old Testa- 
ment law and prophets, “I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil” (Matt. 5:17). The Son of God did 
not come to fulfill error. A Bible teacher, calling 
attention to the undeniable fact that “Sectarianism 
religion makes exclusion the seal of piety,” and that 
“Christian health and vigor needs the horizon of the 
whole world for vision,” says: “As Paul came forth 
with glad wonder from the narrow chamber of Juda- 
ism,.so it is for us a necessary condition of high spir- 
itual attainment that we escape from the confining 
walls of parochial religion.” What is meant by “the 
narrow chamber of Judaism”? If the uninspired and 
man-made traditions of the Jews are meant, the rules 
and regulations never given by God but invented. by 
the Pharisees and their predecessors, then of course 
these were to be denounced and abandoned. But if 
the scrupulous strictness and righteous narrowness of 
the Old Testament law is meant, as divinely given 
to Moses in the Mount, then Paul never “came forth 
with glad wonder” from that, or Peter or any other 
apostle. For Paul wrote by inspiration that “the law 
is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and 
good” (Rom. 7:12). It was and is so holy and 
righteous that no man except the Son of man could 
ever obey it perfectly. Therefore God sent his Son 


to fulfill the law and pay the penalty of man’s break- 
ing of the law.. By God’s infinite grace, Peter:.and 
Paul and we know that men can live only by faith 
in the Saviour who fulfilled ‘that perfect law which 
men could not keep. It was right for Peter not to 
eat the foods that God -had forbidden Israel to eat 
until God told Peter that he might now do so. “Is 
the law then against the promises of God? God 
forbid” (Gal. 3:21). Therefore we have received 
Christ as Saviour and Lord, “that the righteousness 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4). 


x 


Do You Like Trouble? 


Trouble is not popular. We talk of people who 
“hunt trouble’ — but they would not admit it. Trou- 
ble is an uninvited guest, and there are not many 
whom it does not seek out and find. And what then? 
Does it bring us a blessing, or more trouble? We 
have not always realized that the answer to this 
question is for us to choose. Every trouble that can 
ever come to us can be made to work for us if we 
only will. A Christian man writes in a personal let- 
ter to the Editor® of an unexpected and bewildering 
complication that has come to him in a large and 
important financial matter. After much prayer he 
had entered into the transaction with every reason to 
believe it was God’s will. Then the unexpected hap- 
pened, and now it looks like the trap in which the 
Israelites found themselves, with Pharaoh’s army at 
their backs and the Red Sea just ahead. This is 
what the hard-pressed man writes: “I really believe 
that God is letting me get in a close corner so that I 
may have the uplift of a miraculous deliverance. But, 
sink or swim, ‘Hallelujah!’ I don’t like trouble? but 
think it is what I need.” Which is only another way 
of saying: “Now no chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). 


John Vassar’s Skillful Use of Scripture 


approach in dealing with souls, in order to empha- 

size its importance. I believe it toebe the first and 
almost the highest condition of success in the work. 
When a timid and self-distrustful Christian engages. 
with a resolute, bold, self-poised unbeliever, there is, 
humanly speaking, an immense disparity between them. 
The Christian standing on the word of God, and rest- 
ing in the might of the Spirit, has a vantage ground 
of course, which no natural qualities can give a man. 
But nevertheless there comes a grapple between mind 
and mind, between will and will, between purpose and 
purpose. The danger is not that the unbeliever will 
conquer the believer and bring him to his views. But 
there is danger that he will defeat him in his present 
urpose, that he will so swing him into the current of 
is stronger will, that he will so deflect him from his 
aim by the force of his stronger determination, as to 
tivat his efforts to deal with him regarding his 
soul. 


me 


This editorial is the third and concluding article of a 
series on a great soul-winner of the last century. It is 
part of the Introduction by the late Dr. A. J. Gordon to 
the book “Uncle John Vassar,” which first appeared soon 
after the Civil War and has recently been reprirted by 
the American Tract Society of New York. The Introduc- 
tion to the new edition, written by the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, was published in the Times of March 
5; and the first part of Dr. Gordon’s Introduction was 
published in the Times of March 19. The book is one of 
the most remarkable in the literature of personal .evangel- 
ism that has been published in a century, and the Times 
hopes that many readers will make it their own for per- 
sonal reading and study and for distribution among their 
friends; it can be mightily used of God in bringing to pass 
the revival for which so many afe praying. As a con- 
venience to Times readers it may be ordered at $1, post- 
paid, from H. Trumbull Howard, -325 North’ Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 


| eporcas refer again to the method of direct 


If we hold two globules of water on the finger, and 
then let them touch, one will drink up the other; and 
it is generally the larger that absorbs the smaller, If 
two minds come in contact, one will in like manner 
often completely appropriate and hold in its embrace 
the other. But here, while as a rule the stronger will 
win, it is certainly possible for the weaker to win — 
for the timid to sway the bold, for the humble to mas- 
ter the proud. And therefore the secret of victory lies, 
I believe, in this one thing more than im any other: 
celerity, a rapid deploying of the mental forces and a 
brisk and determined advance before the stronger has 
had time to marshai his resources. This was the in- 
variable method of our friend of whom I am speaking. 
This is the striking characteristic of Mr. Moody’s 
conversations with the. unconverted. It is all in the 
art of “stealing a march” on the sinner, to use a 
colloquial phrase. In Mr. Vasear’s case I should use 
a still stronger phrase, only in a tropical sense. His 
habit was to stun a man at the first blow, and reason 
with him afterward. 

While we are on this subject of personal conversa- 
tion with the unconverted, I wish to refer to another 
point on which Mr. Vassar exhibited peculiar genius, 
viz., his skill in dropping a brief pungent word into 
the mind when there was no opportunity for an ex- 
tended conversation. Jeremy Taylor, in his treatise 
on Holy Living, has much to say upon the value of 
“ejaculatory prayer” —the brief pointed petitions in- 
terjected between the ordinary and more lengthened 
seasons of devotion. This good man taught me, as I 
never learned it before, the value of ejaculatory ad- 
monition. He was always finding opportunity to inter- 
ject some pungent text of Scripture, or some startling 
warning or suggestion into the mind of those whom 
he chanced to meet casually. And I learned in some 
instances of great good following these brief words. 

recall a simple ifustration of this habit. When ° 
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riding into the country with him to attend a service, 
a traveler stopped us on a lonely road to inquire his 
direction, adding that being a stranger in the neighbor- 
hood he had lost his way. “How sad it would be,” 
interposed Mr. Vassar, addressing him with great 
solemnity, “if you should lose your way to Heaven. 
Strive to enter in at the strait gate. For wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat.” I could see 
at a glance that the words made an impression, and 
that the loneliness of the traveler and his anxiety to 
find his way were just the circumstances to enforce 
most powerfully this wayside message, 

While volumes have been written on the art of mak- 
ing sermons, let me enforce this lesson on mak- 
ing sermonettes, on thrusting in the Gospel brieflet 
where the occasion will not allow of the lengthened 
discourse, It is, we venture to say, the hardest chapter 
in Homiletics to learn. Preachers spend so much time 
in getting inured to Saul’s armor with its close-fitting 
joints of logic, with its burnished ornaments of rhetoric 
and illustration, that if they do not come to disdain 
David's sling they have little time to practice with it. 
But the man of God that will be thoroughly furnished, 
must learn the value of the humble sling of ejaculatory 
warning, and the smooth stone of Scripture quotation. 
And if we imagine that these are only inferior weapons 
fitted for reaching the heart of the simple-minded and 
ignorant, let us remember that there is nothing mightier 
in all God’s armory than a text of Scripture, and that 
one of these may like David’s pebble hit the head, 
ome we only expected it to strike no higher than the 

eart. 

‘Whe life of which I am speaking made a profound 
impression in another direction, viz., by the startling 
contrast which it presented to the ordinary life of the 
world, and hardly less to the ordinary quality ‘of piety 
in the church, I pass in saying this from the power 
and use of Christian conversation to that of Christian 
example. A humble man who never spoke of himself, 
except in terms of depreciation, and to whom _ 
suggestion of credit or praise always seemed painful, 
he at the same time gave the most powerful illustration 
which I have ever witnessed of utter and unreserved 
consecration to God. I am sure I do not exaggerate 
when I say that there was nothing in this world, 
from riches to bodily comfort, from reputation to 
personal gratification, that had the slightest attraction 
for him, Instead of being perplexed to acquire money 
as so many Christians ate, he seemed greatly perplexed 
if any came into his hand to know what to do with it. 
If a ten-dollar gold piece were slipped into his pocket 
—as was often done by some grateful convert —he 
would act like a citizen of heaven wondering “whose 
image and superscription” this could be, and what 
possible value this coin could have for him “a er 
and a pilgrim in the earth.” If I were to describe his 

uliarities in this direction, I fear I should make 

im appear almost grotesque in his indifference to the 
things of this world. Suffice it to say he seemed to 
have become absolutely naturalized as a citizen of 
Heaven, and to be living in the world for the sole 
object of getting men out of it, and introducing them 
into the kingdom of God. 

You will not wonder perhaps that this utter unworld- 
liness, and this entire indifference alike to the praise 
and to the blame, to the rewards and to the reproaches 
of men, should have made him very unacceptable to 
many Christians. We talk admiringly of apostolic 
zeal and primitive piety, but let a genuine fragment 
of this piety suddenly fall into the midst of us, and 
I am not so certain that it will be greeted with un- 
qualified applause. Extremes can never meet without 
commotion. A red-hot enthusiasm for Christ, plunged 
suddenly into an element of lukewarm piety, will in- 
evitably produce a hissing and abullition. . Contrariety 
of character is sufficient to awaken antagonism even 
if there is no hostility of spirit. This principle holds 
everywhere, in dcctrine, in life, in morals. The bare, 
silent presentation of a startling contrast is a signal 
for disturbance. 

Well, he did rouse a commotion wherever he went: 
and the writer whom I have previously quoted, says 
truly, that “his most vehement opposition came from 
the class represented by the elder brother in the par- 
able of the Prodigal Son.” The respectable, moderate, 
prudential Christian, whose chief concern is that the 
religious proprieties be not jostled, was stunned and 
confounded by his impetuous zeal. The. dweller- 
at-ease in Zion was indignant at the wanton invasion 
of his comfort which this “hot gospeller” brought. 
“Yes, We would gladly see men converted,” they would 
say, “but this highly wrought fanaticism, this press- 
gang method of forcing men into the army of Christ 
we cannot endure.” And so would come charges of 
insanity made to the face, the old clamor, “Thou art 
beside thyself.” The minister who was harboring this 
disturber was often warned to send him away lest the 
church might be driven to mutiny. And thus as 
he illustrated marvelously one part of Scripture, “the 
zeal of thy house hath eaten me up,” he received the 
literal fulfillment of the other part, “the reproaches of 
them that reproached thee are fallen on me.” 

And yet he did nothing to awaken such opposition 
except to show himself inordinately zealous for men’s 
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salvation, He was just what the Bible commands, 
“instant in season, out of season,” or, as one has well 
translated the words, “‘umseasonably in season.” What 
others do measuredly, he did with all the energy and 
intensity of an undivided heart. His reproach, there- 
fore, was justly earned. It was not the dislike of 
methods, or of the man,.but “the reproach of Christ,” 
which may still be esteemed greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt. 

The Gospel has a phrase which we dare say is not 
entirely of primitive application — “the offence of the 
cross.” It is not the preaching of the law with its 
unsparing penalties, or of the terror of the Lord with 
its lurid threatenings, that will be most likely to repel 
men, but the preaching of the cross. Free grace is a 
greater scandal in the eyes of the moralist and the 
formalist, than rigid and exacting law. And so in- 
evitable from the nature of the case is the offense of 
the cross, that it seems to me that any ministry which 
is not to some extent stamped with the seal and cre- 
dential of reproach cannot be true. And just as the 
power of the cross is exhibited in this life in a self- 
denying earnestness in saving the lost and a Christlike 
surrender of all earthly things for the accomplishment 
of the one end, there will likely be reproach. It will 
come from the unconverted, and most certainly from 
the formalist within the church. For their lives being 
pitched to no such lofty key, they will not comprehend 
one who is so keyed. It is the-cpprobrium of invidi- 
ous contrast. It is the annoying and startling rebuke, 
which absolute consecration must inevitably cast upon 


a worldly and self-indulgent Christianity. 


But when we have witness? such a life, what a 
charm it must have for every one that values the 
heavenly world above the earthly, and has more re- 
spect to the recompense of reward which Christ offers 
than to anything which the world can give. It is not 
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poetry; it is mot romance. It has been proved in a 
practical, real life, lived among us, that one may take 
joyfully rejection, ~ dislike, and contempt, who has the 
testimony that he is pleasing God. What matters it 
to him if he is deemed eccentric, if he knows himself 
to be moving in the orbit which Christ by his own 
life and command has fixed for him. All that are out 
of that orbit will wonder, some with great admiration, 
and many with great perplexity. This will be the 
inevitable fact. 

I have thus sketched this life, wishing that I might 
by my description of it produce on others something 
of the impression which the reality made on my own 
mind, I can truly say that I never received such quick- 
ening and inspiration from any living person. And 
though I cannot follow his steps, I trace those steps 
with the intensest admiration. A life so absolutely 
given up to God that I believe it would have been 
literally impossible to have given any more: com- 
munion with God so unbroken that it may be justly 
said that the language of earth; its chatter, its frivol- 
ity, its idle speaking, was a foreign speech to him, 
while the language of Heaven was his true “mother 
tongue.” — However far we may confess ourselves re- 
moved from it, we shall all doubtless be ready to say 
that it is supremely blessed to live such a life: the 
body, the soul, and spirit all given to God, to win 
souls to Christ an over-mastering passion, all that earth 
can offer of joy or contempt but dust in the balance 
compared with the far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. Such we believe to be a true picture 
of this noble life. If the volume now sent forth shalt 
be used of God to quicken the halting steps of any 
sluggish Christian, to kindle fresh inspiration in the 
bosom of any already zealous and earnest Christian, 
or to give new courage to any fainting Christian, it 
will have served the end of its publication. 





Does God Know Everything? 


I am writing to you not as a critic but as a Sun- 
day-school teacher appealing to you for assistance. 


My class consists almost entirely of young men and 
women attending the university, and they attend Sun- 
day-school because there they have learned to appre- 
ciate the difference between fact and theory — religion 
and superstition. In spite of the distinctly agnostic 
leanings of the college faculty, my boys and girls 
have been independent enough to search out truth for 
themselves and for their own satisfaction. Without 
exception they have made themselves able to demon- 
strate the divine inspiration of the Scriptures as 
completely and with as certain a finality as they can 
demonstrate the truth of Euclid’s propositions in 

eometry or that a multiplication sum is only a shorter 
orm of addition. 


So. you will appreciate that my indebtedness to 
them is very great indeed. Hence my appeal to you 
on their 

In studying the character of God as it is revealed 
in the Scriptures, the question arises: How can you 
prove from the Scriptures that “God knows every- 
thing” ? 

In dealing with and attempting to understand such 
a thing we are dealing with infinity —vwith finite 
minds. It is quite clear that we cannot comprehend 
“everything” — but it is also quite clear that it is not 
necessary that we should be able to comprehend all 
that is meant by the word “everything” — if only we 
can arrive at a definite statement by God that he does 
know “everything.” 


, Omnipotence does not cover the point exactly, 
inasmuch as we are not trying to prove that the 
Creator could know everything if he so desired —~ 
but that he does know everything. 


I know that omniscience is popularly ascribed to 
God, but the word does not seem to occur in the 
Scriptures, and there is a question’ as to whether 
omniscience involves the imperative sense. . Surely its 
meaning would have to be limited to those things 
which the Creator wished to know. God is able to 
know everything — but does it follow that he neces- 
sarily considers it wise to know everything? Things 
future as well as things past and oreneet : 

What we really want is a list of references giving 
us every passage of Scripture that has any beari 


e rmg 
on the statement, “God knows everything.”—An On- 
tario reader. 


To list every passage of Scripture that has any 


bearing on the omniscience of God would be a pretty - 


large order. Perhaps a few will suffice. 

Hebrews 4:13 tells us, “Neither is there any crea- 
ture that is not manifest in his sight: but all things 
are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom 
we have to do.” It is significant that this verse is 
preceded by a remarkable and pleading challenge to 
men to believe and trust God (Heb. 3 and 4), and 
the verse immediately preceding the one quoted gives 
us, as a reason for believing Ged: “For the word of 
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 


two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asun- 
der of soul and spirit, and-of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts’ and intents of the 


Another striking passage of Scripture is in Romans 
II: 33-36: “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath 
been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, 
and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to 
whom be glory for ever, Amen.” 

Again, long before the inspired New Testament was 
written, is the brief but comprehensive word of the 
Psalmist: “Great is our Lord, and of great power: 
HIS UNDERSTANDING IS INFINITE” (Psa. 147: 5). 

In view of such inspired and authoritative words as 
these, can we be in any doubt that God knows every- 
thing, past, present, and future? 
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Does Your Church Wish a 
Sound Preacher as a Summer Supply? 


There are many of the smaller churches of various 
denominations throughout America where the people 
long for the blessing of a spiritual ministry of the 
Word, yet are not able, because of financial reasons, 
to call a pastor for full-time service. Members of 
such churches will be interested in the following state- 
ment in a personal letter received by the Editor from 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, President of Evangelical 
Theological College, Dallas, Texas. 


We are coming again to the spring of the year. It 
seems a most unfortunate ome that there should be 
literally hundreds, if not ousands, of smaller 
churches now unable to secure pastors or to pay them 
the full amount; and yet our students, so willing to 
serve, are precluded from coming into touch with 
these churches largely because we are not a denomi- 
national seminary, On the other hand, the denomina- 
tional seminaries are not sending out the men, and the 
majority of the men are not interested to do this kind 
of home mission work. 


_ THe Sunpay ScHoot Times heartily commends to 
its readers the opportunity that is thus brought before 
them for securing, during the summer months, the 
ministry of the students of this denominationally un- 
related school which stands uncompromisingly for the 
old faith, the whole Bible as the Word of God, the 
blessed hope of our Lord’s premillennial return, and at 
the same time for the fully surrendered and _ Spirit- 
filled life. Those who would welcome the ministry of 
such a student during the summer months may ad- 
dress the Secretary and Registrar of Evangelical The- 
ological College, the Rev. Rollin T. Chafer, 3901-3923 
Swiss Avenue, Dallas, Texas. 
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When Russia’s Bear Meets Judah’s Lion 


What the Soviets will bring down on their own heads 
b: 


By 


Louis S. Bauman, D.D. 














“Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I am 
against thee, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, 
and Tubal’ (Ezek. 38:3). 


REMARKABLE §sstatement, quoted above, 
A stands at the head of one of the most timely 

prophecies in all the revelation of God's Word. 
God against Gog, and Gog against God! The fight 
is on! A spectacle unto men and angels! The whole 
world marvels and wonders as to the outcome! The 
saints of God, Bible in hand, know! 

The growl of the great Russian Bear today sends 
a shudder throughout all Christendom. Soon, down 
through the darkening shadows, Judah’s Lion will leap 
with a roar. Yea, “the Lion that is of the tribe of 
Judah” (Rev. 5:5) “will roar from Zion, and utter 
his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the 
earth shall shake” (Joel 3:16). When that fight is 
over, and the dust-smoke of battle clears away, “men 
of continual employment” will be seven long months 
gathering up the bare bones of the Bear and burying 
them in “The Valley of Hamon-gog.” (See Ezek. 
39: 11-16.) 

For centuries the Russian Bear has been the night- 
mare of the civilized world, and today, of all the 
ominous voices that disturb the world’s rest, nothing 
is more disturbing than the snarling and the growling 
of this great Bear of the Northland. 

A strange land is that Northland. It is the world’s 
most acute and puzzling problem. One-sixth of the 
land surface of the earth; resources tremendous; yet 
a land of continual sorrow and woe. A land of clank- 
ing chains and agonizing human voices. One hundred 
and eighty millions of mystic, dreamy, docile, sluggish, 
ignorant, wretched, half-wild, half-civilized, half-east- 
ern, and half-western human beings. 


The Barbarians of the Ancient Northland 


Herodotus tells us that six or seven centuries be- 
fore Christ a race of savages inhabited a great region 
of indefinite boundaries to the north of the Black Sea, 
Caspian Sea, and the Caucasus Mountains. They were 
the Scythians of history; nomads who neither sowed 
nor plowed, moving about in wagons and carrying 
their dwellings with them. They had most filthy habits 
and never washed in water. They drank the blood 
of the first enemies killed in battle, making napkins 
of the scalps and drinking cups of the skulls. While 
many of their deities were identified with the deities 
of the Greeks, yet their most characteristic rite was 
the worship of the naked sword. “The god of forces” 
(Dan, 11:38) was their god. They sacrificed every 
hundredth man taken in battle to this naked deity, — 
the sword! War was their supreme business. For 
years they were the scourge of western Asia. 

Jerome and Theodoret identify Gog and Magog with 
“the Scythian nations, fierce and innumerable, who 
live beyond the Caucasus and the lake Maeotis, and 
near the Caspian Sea, and spread out even onward to 
India.” The Koran represents them as northern bar- 
barians who were miraculously restrained by a great 
rampart which they “could not scale, neither could 
they dig through”; but, in the last period of the age, 
they will swarm forth in some great predatory irrup- 
tion, only to be hurled to “their reward, namely, hell.” 

One thing sure, ancestors of modern Russians or 
not, those ancient Scythian warriors were fitting rep- 
resentatives of the godless hordes that occupy those 
same regions at the close of this age. Bible scholars 
are generally agreed that “Gog” (the prince) and 
“Magog” (the land) in the great prophecy of Ezekiel 
(38 and 39) refer to the northern powers of Europe, 
headed up in Russia. Scofield says: “The reference 
to Meshech and Tubal (Moscow and Tobolsk) is a 
clear mark of identification.” This being true, who 
can fail to see that it was the hand of God that re- 
cently moved the capital of Russia back from Petro- 
grad to Moscow, while Tobolsk remains the capital 
of Russia in Asia? 

It is remarkable how openly, how brazenly, and 
how faithfully Russia today moves to fulfill her réle 
as outlined in Ezekiel’s prophecy. For the first time 
in all human history the world watches a mighty 
nation officially declaring war on God,—a nation set- 
ting herself to the task of exterminating not only the 
God of the Christian, but any god that men anywhere 
may worship. Man is to worship none but himself! 

All the world has heard of Russia’s determination 
to impregnate her youth with the vilest atheism of 
which the human mind can conceive,—of the awful 
penalties she inflicts even upon parents. who attempt 
to preserve in the hearts of their childretl the slightest 
faith in God. The awful obscenities, emanating from 
the official government at Moscow, heaped upon God 


‘stated by the. Russian official Zinovieff : 


Cossacks with leveled lances on Siberian ponies 
charging at full gallop are a terrifying sight. The 
absolute harmony of motion existing between men 
and animals more than doubles their strength. 
The riders can stand in the saddle or swing down 
to the ground and up again without slackening 
the headlong pace. At full speed, with their 
lances they can lift a stuffed ball — symbolic of 
an enemy’s head—from the top of a loosely 
planted post without knocking it over. The men 
look as if their muscles were steel springs and 
their hearts stone, and the Mongol cast of their 
features heightens their formidable appearance. 


The Cossacks are only one cog in the Russian 
war machine. There are battalions of women, 
18,000 air pilots in training, and instructors and 
students in the diabolic art of using poison gas. 
The Soviets are defying God. In this remarkable 
article Dr. Bauman traces Russia’s past, describes 
present conditions, and in a discerning study of 
prophecies of the Bible shows what will be the 
terrible outcome of the Soviets’ impious plans. 








and his Christ; the filthy caricatures of all things 
holy; the sacrilegious mockeries profaning the name 
of Jehovah, by word and deed, by picture and by 
printed page, all these things are well known to the 
world. We need not wonder that the mighty God of 
Heaven and earth, after revealing the terrible judg- 
ment that is to fall upon this great blasphemous nation, 
declares: 


And my holy name will I make known in the 

midst of my people Israel; neither will I suffer my 
holy name to be profaned any more: and the 
nations shall know that I am Jehovah, the Holy 
One in Israel. Behold, it cometh, and it shall be 
done (Ezek. 39:7, 8). 
The purpose of the Bolshevik government is clearly 
“We will 
grapple with the Lord God in due season. We will 
vanquish him in the highest heaven, and wherever 
he seeks refuge; and we shall subdue him forever.” 
The organ of The Commissariat of Public Instruction, 
published in Moscow, officially declares: “In our job 
of co-ordinating atheism and communism we _ have 
every incentive to conduct the people toward a de- 
mand for the final payment of religious debt. The 
anti-religious factor is the most important part of our 
revolution.” M. Kerensky speaking at Oxford early 
in 1930 said: “It is officially announced in Russia 
that by the year 1933, on the whole area of the U. S. 
S. R. [Union of Socialist Soviet Republics], there 
must not remain one church, one synagogue, not one 
mosque, not one sectarian religious house.” 

Nor is the battle to be confined to Russia, for the 
Bolshevists affirm: “Two worlds are clashing and 
pitting their strength against each other. The end of 
a religious campaign of the Soviet Government must 
not be confined to Russia, but must be conducted 
throughout the whole world.” 


A Satan-Inspired Host 


Those who have been inclined to think it impossible 
that any army of men could be guilty of such audacity 
as is pictured in the nineteenth chapter of the Revela- 
tion, where “the beast, and the kings of the earth, 
and their armies” (v. 19) dare to march forth and 
“make war against him” that descends out of the 
very heavens will do well to weigh the attitude of 
Russia and the devilish hatred and. determination be- 
hind it. If the Communistic hordes, with such leaders 
as they now have today, can seriously make war on 
all that is called God, let one come unto them as a 
leader, armed by Satan (with permission of God) 
with the power to work signs and wonders, such as 
giving power to a graven image to breathe, speak, and 
move (Rev. 13:13-15), who doubts but that this 
Satan-inspired host will be ready to march their war 
planes into the very heaven itself, to meet and attempt 
to destroy the living God? The Lord Jesus Christ 
descended from Heaven nineteen centuries ago and 
gave every possible sign to men of His deity. Man 
spit in his face, smote him with reeds, crowned him 
with thorns, crucified him! And man, demon-filled, 
will do it again when our Lord returns —if he can! 

The great Russian Bear is literally lifting his mighty 
paws toward Heaven, and growling his defiance of 
God: “I am against Thee!” The answer is returned: 
“Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against 
thee!” (Ezek. 38:3.) Well may the Bolshevik hordes 
confess: “Two worlds are clashing and pitting their 
strength against each other.” The Bear of Russia 


“and the Lion of Judah must soon meet for the final 


conflict. Both cannot rule. 

Now let us see what the prophet has to say con- 
cerning the coming conflict. (The references now 
used are all in Ezekiel 38 and 39, Revised Version, 
unless otherwise indicated.) 


“Be thow prepared!” Square yourself for battle! 
such is the challenge that Judah’s fair-fighting Lion 
now hurls at Russia’s growling Bear. “Be thou pre- 
pared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy com- 
pany that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a 
guard unto them” (38:7, King James Version). Russia 
heeds at least oné command of the God she hates, 
and — prepares! She calls upon her mothers and her 
daughters to forget sex and train for war. Complete 
militarization of all her hordes is her aim. This is 
her real “five-year-plan.” Twelve million men and 
women already have had the preliminary training that 
must precede the call to arms. Eighteen thousand 
pilots are in training for her Red Air Force. Her 
vast armies are being thoroughly instructed in the 
use of poison gas for destruction, and no other army 
will so gleefully unloose the rain of hell, misery, and 
death. In that they delight. 

Gog marches forth with all his army, “horses and 
horsemen” (3874). Cavalry is symptomatic of Russia 
as of no other nation. Herodotus, almost five centuries 
before Christ, tells us that in his day the Scythian 
tribes of the north were mostly equestrian. Today 
the Cossacks of Russia on their marvelous, tireless 
Siberian ponies form the most numerous cavalry and 
efficient fighting force of the kind in all the world, 
As no other nation, Russia still depends on “horses 
and horsemen” to win her battles. 


Where the Poison of Bolshevism Is Spreading 


Gog has vast allies as he marches out to his last 
battle. Persia (38:5) will be at his side, — Persia, 
already a Bolshevist ally. In October, 1922, Persia 
made a treaty with Russia, agreeing that in case of 
an Anglo-Soviet war the Soviets would be permitted 
to send troops through Persia to attack Mesopotamia! 
“Cush” (38:5, R. V.) will be there also. “Cush” is 
a southern province of Persia, recently leaving the 
British and coming under the Soviet sphere of influ- 
ence. “Put,” i. e., upper Cilicia, will be there. “Gomer, 
and all his hordes” (38:6) will be there. Those best 
in a position to know tell us that these hordes will 
come out of Germany, Poland, and Rumania. The 
rabbis say “Gomer” is Germany. “The house of 
Togarmah” (38:6) probably calls for the Turks and 
the Turkoman tribes of Central Asia, —a portion of 
the world in which the influence of the Russian Bear 
has been growing by leaps and bounds. Here we have 
a mobilization of nations such as this world has not 
yet seen. And not only these. Bukharin, the Bol- 
shevik, said, “We have formidable reserves in the 
countless millions of the East.” Great masses of the 
Chinese Empire have already been leavened with the 
leaven of Bolshevism. Verily, “the way of the kings 
of the east” (Rev. 16:12, King James Version) must 
soon “be prepared” for the march from which they 
shall return no more. 

When Gog shall have gathered together all his anti- 
God hosts for his march to the slaughter pen, it is 
not the unexpected that happens. No war on God 
cam overlook the soul of religion—the Jew! Fait 
in God will live so long as the children of Abraham 
survive. Satan, knowing this, in his centuries-old war 
on God has ever sought the annihilation of the Jew. 
He still will seek it. At the Thirty-second Annual 
Zionist Conference, held in Detroit, Rabbi Barnett 
Robert Brickner, fresh from a trip abroad, told his 
listeners that leading officials in Europe had told him 
that “it is the ambition of the Yevseksia [Jewish 
branch of the Communist party] that the Jewish peo- 
ple in that country shall be assimilated first and that 
their identity as Jews shall be lost. The present policy 
in Russia is a very deliberate one and is intended 
not merely to destroy every vestige of Jewishness in 
Russian Jewish life, but also to destroy the most self- 


conscious element of Russian Jewry —the Zionists.” | 


Well, once before, a whale tried to digest and assim- 
ilate Jonah! 
: When we recall the overwhelming number of Jews 
in official Russian life, and then consider the above 
statement of Rabbi Brickner it only shows the. truth 
of Christ’s statement that, as it was at his first coming, 
so shall it be when he comes again—‘“A man’s foes 
shall be they of his own household.” 

Most naturally, then: 


It shall come to pass in that day, that... thou 
[Gog] shalt say, I will go up to the land of un- 
(Concluded on page 210) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 








RCHEOLOGICAL evidence seems invariably to 
run with the conservative interpretation of the 
Bible, and it is not often that this is questioned. 

An amusing exception is to be found in the report of 
the archeological editor of The Expository Times. on 
the recent discovery on the Syrian coast of a Phoeni- 
cian library of the twelfth century B. C. The twofold 
mention of Daniel by Ezekiel (Ezek. 14 and 28) has 
always been a hard nut for the critical nutcrackers 
who make of Daniel a mythical figure in a Maccabean 
novelette. Who, then, was this Daniel whom Ezekiel 
groups with Noah and Job in a common commendation, 
this Daniel whose outstanding wisdom is also affirmed 
by the same prophet? “I have it,” says Mr. Jack. 
“Various divinities are mentioned in a tablet in the 
new-found Phoenician library, among them one called 
Dn El which means ‘the God of Justice.’” Here 
“was the legendary Daniel mentioned in the two pas- 
sages in Ezekiel.” : me 

As if a Hebrew prophet would classify a Phoenician 
god with Noah and Job, as one might say Hoover, 
Jupiter, and Borah! Surely a counsel of despair, this 
latest critical theory! 


The Lovely Story of Dr. John Sung.—Dr. Sung 
is a son of the manse, his father having been pastor 
of a great Methodist church of three thousand mem- 
bers in Hinghwa, South China. His father dedicated 
‘him at birth to the Lord’s work, and at thirteen John 
used to preach with his father on evangelistic jour- 
neys, Somewhat later he was taken with the Amer- 
ica fever and worked his way through an American 
university. He was found to have a remarkable sci- 
entific mind, studied chemistry in New York, was 
offered a research scholarship in Germany, a profes- 
sorship in an American state university, and at the 
same time the chair of science in Peking University. 

He had to make a quick decision and answer by 
éable. That night in. his room God spoke‘to him: 
“John Sung, you are my man. You are my preacher. 
I sent you to America and you haven’t spent one hour 
with my Book getting ready for my work.” 

The next day he enrolled as student in Union The- 
ological Seminary. . 

A few weeks there sufficed. God’s Book and with 
it the way of salvation was torn in shreds by these 
professors. Sung shut himself up in his room for 
nine days’ prayer and Bible ‘study. There God re- 
vealed himself to him and filled him with the Spirit. 
He was thought to have gone mad and was sent to 
a hospital for the insane. “Too much Bible! He 
needs rest.” After some months he was freed and 
made his way back to China, on fire for the evangel- 
ism of his countrymen. Crossing the Pacific he threw 
his six diplomas and three “keys” into the ocean. He 
was done with science. Henceforth it was to be “this 
one thing I do.” 

He went into interior China and, dressed in the 
common blue gown of the coolie, this man of learning 
preached the spel in the villages. This lasted three 
years. Then he was called to preach to students in 
Central China and saw hundreds of these anti-Chris- 
tian young men turn to Christ. He is now working 
with the Bethel Mission in Shanghai. Sometimes he 
holds seven meetings a day. Everywhere he speaks 
people are shaken, confess their sins, and turn to God. 
@ When a missionary argued’ with him against the 
Second Coming of Christ and the power of Christ’s 
blood to renew men, commending “science” to this 
man whom he little suspected was a doctor of science, 
Sung replied: “Science is good, but it cannot save 
people from their sins: many talk of science who have 
studied it little . . . as to Fosdick and Gandhi” — com- 
mended by this missionary to Dr. Sung — “China does 
mot need their teaching. I have studied under Fos- 
dick and have cast him and his teachings out of my 
heart and life forever. For this they declared me 
mentally wrong and sent me to a hospital for one 
hundred and ninety-three days to rest. There it was 
that God’s Word became precious to my soul.” 


Another Son of the Chinese Manse.—This is the 
late Wong Kwong, head of the great engineering and 
shipbuilding works near Hankow. His father, The 
London Missionary Society Chronicle tells us, “was 
a wise and faithful Chinese pastor.” With his five 
brothers, all of whom gained high distinction in their 
several callings, he received a fine education, at first 
in Hong Kong and then in England, always winning 
a high place in examinations. At his engineering plant 
he opened schools for the children of “his workers, a 
dispensary for the sick, reading rooms, and a church. 
Every Sunday morning he conducted a service for 
his experienced Cantonese workmen, Mrs. Wong help- 


ing loyally. It is interesting to learn that Mr. Wong, 
on occasion, acted as organist in the flourishing Eng- 
lish-speaking church in Hankow. 

And while we are speaking of sons of the manse 
let me mention J. A. Bunter, an Indian barrister, son 
of a Hindu minister of the Free Church of Scotland 
mission. The Missionary Review tells of his Chris- 
tian activities. He was an able lawyer, member of the 
Bombay Legislative Council, and the’ recipient of the 
Kaiser-I-Hind medal from the British government. 
He was also a keen Bible student, active evangelist, 
and promoter of Christian ¢ducation, his school at 
Hadapsar near Poona being a model for the villages 
of India. Besides the school building were dispensary, 
church hall, and library. The flourishing village co- 
operative society is conducted entirely by former stu- 
dents. No drink shop is allowed in the village of 
Hadapsar, and on- Sunday the church is filled with 
worshipers. “The school buildings bear testimony to 
the power of prayer and to the indomitable faith of 
this servant of God.” Mr. Bunter’s legal gifts were 
ever placed at the disposition of the missions. One 
missionary writes: “For over twenty-seven years we 
took to him all our legal troubles, and never could 
he be induced to accept a rupee from us. Then when 
finally pressed for a bill he reached into his pocket 
and took out a fifty rupee note, saying, ‘If.you must 
have a bill here is one. Put it into the orphanage.’ ” 


The Gospel in Portuguese Prisons.—Eduardo 
Moreira, once an active Portuguese politician, now a 
pastor and president of the Evangelical Alliance of 





A Counterfeiter Converted 





A new Portuguese convert was one of the 
mrost celebrated crooks of modern times. 
It was he who counterfeited the notes of the 
Bank of Portugal printed by the London 
house of Waterlow. He declares that the 
Lord Jesus met him, “the scum of a revo- 
lutionary and materialist society,” and re- 
made him. The story of his conversion he 
is telling in a hook in Portugese entitled 
“The Secret of My Confession.” Another 
prisoner, of patrician stock, an ancestor having 
been governor of India in the days of Por- 
tugese rule, on his discharge from prison 
went to preach the Gospel to his parents at 
their home. Certain strong evangelistic 
leaders have been raised up in the prisons of 
Portugal, as Palmela in the Coimbra prison, 
a true evangelist, and Belem,—men who 
have by economies bought little libraries of 
Christian literature which deepen their knowl- 
edge and make them more effective teachers. 
Palmela has been deported to Africa and 
will carry with him the Word of Life to the 
criminals of the prison camps of Angola, 











Portugal, tells this refreshing story in the current 
number of World Dominion. . 

A remarkable movement among the prisoners of 
Portugal started with a tract given by an English 
woman to a soldier named Mauricio in the military 
hospital at Lisbon. The tract had no immediate effect, 
but when Mauricio was imprisoned for some crime 
committed later he bethought himself of it and wrote 
to George Howes, a missionary of the Brethren, for 
more Gospel literature. Mauricio did five years hard 
labor in the Lisbon penitentiary and was later de- 
ported to Angola. He shared his tracts with other 
prisoners. Soon letters from these prisoners began 
to pour in to Mr. Howes and Senhor Freire, his co- 
worker, expressing real anxiety and repentance and 
asking for Christian instruction. 

It was a manifestation of God’s Spirit in the most 
unlikely of places! 

Senhor Freire began regular visitation of the Portu- 
guese prisons. Testaments and Christian literature 
have been freely distributed. These hardened crim- 
inals, many of them murderers, are awakening to a 
new life. This visitor speaks to them through the 


cell parlatorio, an inside window with double bars of 
iron and a network of wire. Latterly he has been 
allowed to enter the cell in the national jail, a quite 
unusual concession. The number of convicts with 
whom regular correspondence is now carried on is 243. 

In addition there are nine discharged prisoners in 
correspondence with these same Christian - workers. 
Pastor Moreira visits regularly a hundred prisoners, 
chiefly in the prison at Coimbra. Since 1922 some 
forty-one hundred letters havé been received from in- 
carcerated criminals, and practically the same’ number 
of packages containing Christian literature have been 


‘sent in return. Converts stand fast. Of thirty-six 


baptized by Pastor Moreira only one has flinched: Yet 
they have been enticed with promises of diminished 
terms of imprisonment if they would but abandon their 
evangelical faith and have otherwise suffered much 
petty persecution. Thus in the Coimbra prison con- 
verts have been refused, by the fanatical prison doc- 
tor, the special diet ordered for them when sick. 


Good News from Italy.—Mention has been made 
in this Survey of a village in the Abruzzi that had 
formed itself into a Methodist church. Another case 
is that of the village of Vintebbio on the Swiss fron- 
tier. Three years ago its three hundred and fifty 
inhabitants were Romanists. Today out of the eighty 
families sixty are described as solidly and firmly Meth- 
odist with chapel, Wesley guild, and Sunday-school. 
Any week-day an audience of 125 people will face a 
speaker with enthusiasm in prayer and singing, and 
with rapt attention to the Word. “It is the atmosphere 
of Cornish or Yorkshire Methodism at its best.” 

The splendid Spezia Mission says of its work in 
Tuscany: “Every seat is occupied night after night 
even on ordinary occasions. People who have been 
wholly indifferent to spiritual things, or fervent 
devotees of Madonna and saints, together with those 
ruined by the darkest sins, are coming, never missing 
a meeting, hungry for the Word of God. It is a won- 
derful movement, clearly of God.” .Among the -con- 
verts is a gracious lady and her daughters, once ter- 
tiaries of the order of St. Francis of Assisi, drawn 
by simple exposition of the Gospel. In a governmental 
college filled with godless students the good seed has 
taken root. Some of the most unpromising haye ac- 
cepted Christ, openly confessing him before both stu- 
dents and professors. The whole college has experi- 
enced a very earthquake. Between lessons and lec- 
tures nothing has been talked—of for weeks but the 
Gospel, the pure religion of the Bible, and of him 
who saves without regard to saints or Virgin. A 
good number after prayerful study of the New Testa- 
ment confessed their Lord publicly in baptism. At 
the last baptism all the teaching staff of professors 
were present in the crowded hall. Each man as he 
was’ baptized. gave a clear, bold testimony which in 


not a few cases moved the congregation to tears. | 


These students are writing home and commending the 
Gospel to their relatives. 

Twelve disciples in the Abruzzi were summoned to 
court for registering as Protestant Christians rather 
than as Catholics in the last census. The Court: was 
packed, many of those present being Roman Catholic 
fellow citizens who had taker the long journey to see 
the Protestants condemned,and sentenced. There stood 
the twelve, the peasant who could not read, the well- 
trained schoolmistress, the working man, the 1tand- 
owner, called one: by one to respond to the charge. It 
was a great opportunity for giving public testimony 
for their Lord, and it was magnificently used. With 
joy and dignity they explained the faith that was in 
them. They were acquitted, ar4 the case had powerful 
reverberations throughout Italy. One of the lawyers 
engaged on the case was so impressed with the bear- 
ing and testimony of the “prisoners” that he publicly 
congratulated the Roman Catholics of the town in 
having such noble and worthy fellow citizens. 


Dr. Nicola de Pertis, when a student of medicine, 
happened one day to be standing on the steps of the 
University of Naples. A passing colporteur offered 
him a Bible. He bought it, read it many times, joined 
other students in a Bible study circle, visited England 
to acquaint himself with Protestantism, and at the 
World’s Student Congress at Constantinople dedicated 
his life to missions. His chosen field was Eritrea 
(Italian East Africa) where the Swedish Protestant 
Mission was being crippled by Italian Catholic influ- 
ences so that Italian evangelical workers were doubly 
welcome. Dr. De Pertis was a member of a leading 
Catholic famity, but he now publicly joined the French 
Reformed Church. The war for the time being 
brought him into army hospital service, and while in 
the midst of dangerous and strenuous medical labor 
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Lesson for May 1 


he distributed Testaments and tracts among soldiers 
and officers and instructed..them with lantern lectures 
on Bible history. 

He had a little hospital of thirty beds in Eritrea, 
and saw some eighty patients daily in his dispensary. 
With the help of a Red Cross nurse sent from Swe- 
den he organized a nurses’ training school where young 
women of steady Christian character were given a 
three-years’ course in midwifery, nursing, and Bible 
study. These nurses have gone where no white doc- 
tor is admitted. Dr. De Pertis was called “the friend 
of the poor,” and no needy person ever went unhelped 
from him. He knew from experience the power of 
the Word, and was unwearied in distributing it. When 
testing for spectacles he often made his patient read 
a passage in the Bible in his own language and then 
presented the Bible to him as a suggestive remem- 
brance. He was a man of prayer, and never operated 
without first lifting up his heart to God for help and 
blessing, 

When he died he suddenly exclaimed, “O Lord, if 
my hour has come...” Then came a few words of 
prayer which his wife could not catch, and this. de- 
voted man had entered into the joy of the Lord. .“He 
died as he had lived, —a saint,” writes Mme. De Per- 
tis. 


Primitive Christianity in a Village. 
—A writer in Le Christianisme, M. Perrot, tells us 
that in 1895 there broke out in a remote valley of the 
Madagascar mountain plateau a religious movement 
of amazing character. Numbers of poor and illiterate 
people, nominally Christian, realized how defective 
their Christian life had been and began to gather to 
pray, to sing praises, to learn to read and write, and 
to study the Scriptures. Then adopting the Saviour’s 
words, “Preach the Gospel, heal the sick,” they went 
everywhere exhorting the heathen to repent, Chris- 
tians to pray for revival, and the sick to seek healing 
at the source, namely from Christ himself. 

In the first fervor of their apostieship (they called 
themselves Disciples of the Lord) they held all things 
in common. When, however, this proved unworkable 
they adopted a wiser plan. Each one took back his 
former fields, flocks, and rice swamps, but, with all 
others in the community, was obliged to work so 
many hours in the day or days in the month on a 
large common reserve of fields, rice swamps, and pas- 
tures. The products of these collective properties are 
now divided pro rata according to needs. The poorer 
a man is the more help he receives. These revenues 
also supportia number: of widows, orphans, and paupers 
whom the reputation for charity of this community 
has attracted thither. In this way the good effects of 
both private and collective property are happily united 
in the model village of Soatanana. 

“Last August I visited the town,” says M. Perrot. 
“There are some four hundred residents. The houses 
are clean. The center of the village is occupied by a 
large house of prayer. Twice a day, at 5 A. M. and 
5 P. M., the Disciples of the Lord meet for worship, 
for their enterprise is evangelical, based on prayer in 
common and on meditation on the Word. The experi- 
ment is very successful. I,saw a dozen new houses in 
construction on the north side of the village. People 
come from many parts of Madagascar to enjoy the 
peace and material well-being of the place. This has 
gone on for thirty years.” 

One last and important point. Many of these peas- 
ants have taken the course in Bible study established 
in the village, and after harvest time go out as volun- 
teer evangelists to visit old churches or to establish 
new ones in regions still pagan. 


The shrine of “Our Lady of Walsingham” was 
destroyed in early Reformation days as a consequence 
of the exposure by Erasmus and Colet of the dis- 
honest practices carried on there. The miraculous 
image was dragged from Norfolk to Chelsea by royal 
order, and there burned in public bonfire. So ended 
for the time being this haunt of Mariolatry. Attempts 
are now being made to revive the glories of its inglo- 
rious’ past. A new chapel has been built which is a 
copy of the House of the Holy Family at Loretto 
(alleged by Romanists to be the house of Nazareth 
miraculously carried in the air from Palestine to Italy). 
Pilgrimages thither are being organized by Anglo- 
Catholics. These start from St. Magnus’, London 
Bridge, after mass and devotions before the Mary 
image, much-becandled. It is worth noting that “the 
Walsingham Hymn,” compiled for this occasion, is 
the composition of a Jesuit priest, Father Francis 
Devas. So near are the two Catholicisms now! It 
runs : 


Joy to thee, Queen! within thy ancient dowry, 

Joy to thee, Queen! for once again thy fame 

Is noised abroad and spoken of in England “ 

And thy lost children call upon thy name. 

Ladye of Walsingham! be as thou hast been, 
England’s protectress,— our Mother and our Queen. 


It is good in these days of connivance and indiffer- 
ence that there are still those ready to take upon 
themselves a mission of protest against idolatry. On 
the day of pilgrimage, according to The English 
Churchman, the Wycliffe preachers’ caravan displayed 
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-across its front the warning message, “Thou shalt 


not make unto thyself any graven image,” and all 
along the processional route the voices of the preachers 
were raised in cries such as “No priest but Christ; 
no sacrifice but Calvary.” A meeting on the village 
common was conducted on the occasion of one of these 


pilgrimages. For four consecutive nights crowds came 


from surrounding villages to hear how the national 
church was being betrayed. There is a touch of the 
humorous in this clash of Reformation and Counter- 
Reformation. “When the Mary procession was con- 
ducted to the holy wells, the Wycliffe preachers walked 
in front with their banners distributing Gospel tracts. 
The crowd instead of showing interest in the three 
clergymen and twelve ladies with candles and rosaries 
chanting the Hail Mary, joined in with the preachers 
in the great Protestant hymn, “All hail the power of 
Jesus’ name,” and expressed their delight that the 
Bishop of Norwich had ordered the Mary shrine out 
of the parish church, 


The Oxford Press has just published in five sump- 
tuous volumes “The Diary of James Woodforde,” a 
clergyman of the English Church in the Eighteenth 
Century. This village parson was a mighty eater 
“five times a day, and at all times with a ‘proper 
relish,” an indefatigable gamester who entered his 
winnings and losses at cards in his diary, and withal 
an alcoholist and bootlegger. Typical entries: “To 
my smuggler Andrews for a Tub of Gin had of him 
Jan. 16 paid him this morn £1.5.9~ Had a tub of Rum 
brought to me this evening. ... I got up this morning 
very early and was very busy all the Morn in a very 





A Bible Correspondence 





Course in China 





At Kiangwan, a suburb of Shanghai, is 
a Bible Seminary for Women for the purpose 
of training educated, consecrated Christian 
young women from all over China for evan- 
gelistic work and to be leaders of the Chinese 
church. “The Book is our principal text- 
book. We believe it from cover to cover 
and aim to get the Word deep into hearts 
and minds,” Twenty-two fine young women 
graduated in June and the total school 
membership is now fifty-five. The Bible 
Correspondence School, founded by Miss 
Ruth Paxson, is operated in connection with 
the school. In this there are now nearly 
six hundred enrolled students, — pastors, 
doctors, teachers, business men, missionaries, 
and the like. Many have written letters 
telling of conversion or new light as a result 
of this Bible study. Every member of the 
board of control and of the teaching staff is 
under solemn obligation to uphold the truth 
as set forth in the doctrinal statement, and 
all funds contributed to the school are held 
in sacred trust for the teaching of these truths. 











necessary business.” The editor thinks that this busi- 
ness was the secreting of smuggled liquor. 
forde is spoken of as. a typical parson of 
Eighteenth Century England. He was ordained in 
the prescribed manner of his church and, according 
to the Catholic theory, received by apostolic succes- 
sion from the early days a special deposit of spiritual 
power. Who can believe it! And what is equally 
incredible, the awakened and persecuted Methodists 
of his day were without the Spirit’s power which 
Woodforde is supposed to have had! On one occa- 
sion the parson went to see a murderer hung, a com- 
mon diversion of the time. A Methodist prayed for 
the condemned man in the cart under the gallows for 
some time. Which of these two was in the Spirit, 
the sightseer or the earnest soul who was pointing a 
sinner to Christ and comforting him in his last hours? 
This strange ecclesiastical theory of apostolic suc- 
cession is the rock on which have broken most of the 
schemes of church unity of our time. In Hebrews 7 
it is said of Christ that he has an unchangeable priest- 
h The.marginal reading in the Greek Testament 
is “a priesthood which passeth not from one to an- 
other.” Here, under the New Covenant, is no priestly 
series like that of the Old Covenant. The Spirit 
bloweth where it listeth. 


The late Dr. James William Skinner was born on 
a Kentucky farm, and reborn with a passion to preach. 
Before he was able to finance his education he was 
obliged to work as carpenter and mechanic, a train- 
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ing which served him in good stead later in life. 
Finally he went to Princeton, found himself a fellow- 
studeat with Woodrow Wilson, and after his formal 
studies were over preached for twenty-five years in 
Indiana, Illinois, and Colorado, 

He was fifty-five when called to pioneer industrial 
education for Mexican boys and girls in Texas. This 
was in 1910. The Synod of Texas had in this year 
secured a location at Kingsville, 150 miles south of 
San Antonio, in the very heart of the Mexican in- 


vasion. Seven hundred acres of good land had been . 


presented by Mrs. King, daughter of the first Presby- 
terian missionary on the Rio Grande, and other friends. 
It was covered with brush and cactus, unfenced, and 
unacquainted even with a grub-hoe. In 1912 a hand- 
ful of boys under Dr. Skinner’s guidance cleared a 
few acres of land, put up shacks, and opened school 
in the mule barn. A little later in writing «to . the 
Rev. S. Brooks McLane, his indispensable helper: of 
later years, Dr. Skinner said: 

“We are up to our eyes in work. If you want to 
come you needn’t write nor wait. Just get a pair 
of old overalls, heavy shoes, and hit the road. I don’t 
know exactly what you may have to do; perhaps teach 
a little, sometimes follow the plow, drive. the disc- 
harrow, care for the calves, run the engine and feed 
cutter, preach by the way,—any one of a possible 
hundred odd things. Room in the shack where the 
boys camp, eat with the rest of us in the barn — any 
old way — out at 5.30 A. M. and all in at 9 P. M.” 
Thirty husky Mexican boys were then in training. 

This son of the farm turned four hundred acres 
into fruitful fields, developed all the modern industries 
of farm life, led his boys in the erection of buildings, 
and the repair of plows and windmills. He organized 
an educational program suited to the development of 
backward Mexican minds. “He presented to the 
Synod of Texas an outstanding record of erecting 
buildings without debt and running a missionary school 
with an annual report of all expenses paid,” says 
Dr. Springall in The Presbyterian Survey. “He 
preached in a thousand pulpits throughout the country. 
His greatest joy was unfolding the Bible to his boys 
in Sunday chapel.” 

Here is a Tuskegee or a Hampton Institute for 
Mexican boys in its beginnings, this Tex-Mex School. 
Fifty-five miles away, at Taft, is Pres-Mex, a school 
with sixty choice Mexican girls in training, also a 
creation of Dr. Skinner. Mark! These schools are 
in the Bible-belt and are the fruit of evangelical Chris- 
tianity as all such institutions invariably ‘are. Also 
mark that the Mexican government, after careful in- 
vestigation, has decided to establish one institution in 
each of the states of the Republic after the pattern of 
Tex-Mex. 

Six Mexican boys, seniors in the school, bore their 
beloved friend to his last resting-place. He was the 
General Armstrong of the Mexican immigrant popula- 
tion. 


Brief Notes.—There are thirty thousand Moham- 
medan Circassians in Syria, deported from the Cau- 
casus by Abdul ‘Hamid. Ten thousand copies of the 
Gospel of Matthew in Circassian’ are being prepared 
for their use by some of the Circassian leaders. These 
Mohammedan leaders have issued a considerable lit- 
erature of a general character and in the Latin Script 
for the enlightenment of their people, and are now 
turning to the translation of the Bible as the next 
step. . . . The most recent accession to the Gellin 
series of Commentaries on the Old Testament is the 
one on Isaiah by Professor Otto Proksch, professor 
of theology at Erlangen University. Professor 
Procksch is in the front rank of Old Testament schol- 
arship and by no means a conservative. It is there- 
fore the more gratifying to know that he does not 
allow the word alma, a virgin, of Isaiah 7 to be trans- 
lated “a young married woman.” It is virgin and so 
it remains. Dr. Procksch also stands strongly for the 
Messianic prophecy of Isaiah 9:1-6, saying of it: 
“This vision of the future glory of the Davidic king- 
dom belongs: to the greatest predictive prophecies of 
the Bible.” ... It is a remarkable fact, and probably 
designed, that the government of the new Spanish Re- 
public chose Whitsunday, 1931, as the day on which 
to announce liberty of worship in Spain. This is the 
day of Pentecost, the day of the Spirit, the Church’s 
birthday. What better omen could be imagined! It 
was as much as to say that the old religion of force 
and persecution was gone forever. Henceforth a re- 
ligion of gentleness and suasion and spiritual grace 
was to have civic rights in Spain. One wonders if 
this gesture came from Professor Miguel. Unamono, 
prominent in the revolution. When he returned from 
exile friends asked him the source of his political 
liberalism. He held up a Greek New Testament, say- 
ing, “I read this book every day. This is my teacher.” 
ago ere is a self-supporting German missionary in 
South Persia whose secular occupation is securing 
wild asses and other Persian wild animals for Euro- 
pean zoos and museums. He scatters great quantities 
of Christian literature and has done this through many 
years. One of his converts likewise keeps a constant 
stream of literature flowing through his home city. 

New Hampton, N. H. é 
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(Concluded from page 207) 


walled villages; I will go to them that are at rest 
. .. to take the spoil and to take the prey... 
against the people that are gathered out of the 
nations, that have gotten cattle and goods, that 
dwell in the middle of the earth (38: 10-12), 

. into the land that is brought back from the 
sword, that is gathered out of many peoples, upon 
the mountains of Israel... . And... thou shalt 
come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to 
cover the land, thou, and all thy hordes, and many 
peoples with thee (38: 8, 9). 


But the Anglo-Saxon peoples, who are even now 
promising the children of Israel that they shall yet 
“dwell securely” and be “at rest” in their “land of 
unwalled villages,’ — will they sit by and do nothing 
as these northern hordes begin their mighty march 
southward and over the mountains of Israel? The 
war-weary Anglo-Saxons are going to do something 
about it! They and their allies are going to protest! 
‘ For will not “Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants 
of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof... say 
unto thee, Art thou come to take the spoil? hast thou 
assembled thy company to take the prey? to carry 
away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, 
to take great spoil?” (38:13). Yes, Britain and all 
her war-weary “young lions,” with Sheba and Dedan 
allied, will protest—at long distance! (Behold them 
protesting today as Japan complacently smiles, “begs 
pardon,” and marches on into China!) 

On, on,—into the land and over the mountains of 
Israel, march the federated hosts of Gog. But then 
—something happens! A Lion in the heavens sud- 
denly awakes, shakes himself, and behold! wrath 
comes up into his nostrils (38:18, R. V.). He calls 
for a sword! (38:21.) With pestilence and with 
blood he enters into judgment with Gog. “Upon him 
[Gog], and upon his hordes, and upon the many peo- 
ples that are with him, an overflowing shower, and 
great hailstones, fire, and brimstone” fall (38:22). 
“The Lion of the tribe of Judah” commands his forces, 
meets the great Bear from out the north; and, but a 
“sixth part” (39:2, King James Version) of that 
multitude of “horses and horsemen” ever ride back 
again to their northern homes, The Lion of the 
Tribe of Judah has conquered! 

It is not altogether an easy matter to know just 
whose hand shall hold the sword for which the eter- 
nal God shall “call”..(38%21) when the time for the 
destruction of the northern Bear shall come. Nebu- 
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chadnezzar was once the “servant” (Jer. 27:6) of 
God, when in His purposes God needed a sword. It 
is significant that Daniel’s willful king (Dan. 11: 36) 
will find himself contending with “the king of the 
south” down in Egypt at the close of this age. And 
in that hour “tidings out of the east and out of the 
north shall trouble him; and he shall go forth with 
great fury to destroy and utterly to sweep away many” 
(Dan. 11: 44). Who are the “many” “out of .the east 
and out of the north” that are destroyed by this will- 
ful king, just before “he shall plant the tents of his 
palace between the sea and the glorious holy moun- 
tain”? (Dan. 11:45.) Should our leading in inter- 
pretation here be correct, let no man say that it robs 
our glorious Lord of the glory of victory. When our 
Lord calls for a sword, the strength of that sword is 
His strength. What if God shall call for the sword 
of “Nebuchadnezzar” once again, this time for the 
destruction of his great northern enemy? And, again, 
for the destruction of the great apostate church? The 
sword for which he calls, and the sword that obeys 
his command, becomes his sword. And, what if our 
God shall then send the Lion of Judah’s tribe to 
Armageddon’s field (see Rev. 19) for the overthrow 
of the godless “servant” himself? For, is it not writ- 
ten also of the “servant,” “Yet, he shall come to his 
end, and none shall help him’? (Dan. 11:45.) The 
stupendous scene of his coming “to his end,” is it not 
written in the Revelation? (Rev. 19.) What matters 
it what implements, human or otherwise, our Lord 
shall use to strike down his foes? The victory and 
the glory are his own! ; 

Let the sword for which Jehovah calls against the 
invader and would-be destroyer of his people be in 
the hand it may, it is enough to know that this great 
northern plunderer shall be plundered, and the robber 
shall be robbed (39:10). It is enough to know that 
after the battle is over, “when any seeth a man’s 
bone” (39:15), and shall “set up a sign by it,” that 
sign shall indicate that it is the bone of a Bear, and 
not the bone of a Lion! Yes, “seven months shall 
the house of Israel” be burying those bones! And 
at least one bit of kindness shall be shown to Gog, — 
a will gue unto Gog a place for burial in Israel’! 

30:11. 

Even so, the vast atheistic and Communistic hordes 
of the earth, Russia, leading on, thinking themselves 
to be on one grandiose march to world empire, know 
not that they are, in fact, on one grand-to-lose march 
to a bone pile in Palestine! . 

Lone Beacu, Cat. 
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God’s Care During the Depression 


The — of the Christian president of a large company who has seen God’s guiding hand 
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FTER reading “Can God Care for Missionaries?” 

(in the Times of December 26, 1931), it oc- 

curred to me that others might be interested 
in the story of my own personal experience in busi- 
ness during 1931 and also in 1921, which I feel also 
shows God’s keeping of his own. 

Between the ages of sixteen and twenty-six I was 
out of school working, but returned to school at the 
age.of twenty-six and graduated at the age of thirty. 
During those years of work I practiced tithing and 
was particularly interested in missionary work. 
a vision of sometime supporting one missionary on 
each of the five continents. But while at college I 
was confronted by the missionary call, and in particu- 
lar read a little pamphlet the central argument of 
which was that it was not a question of having a 
reason for becoming a missionary but rather that one 
should go as a missionary unless one had a very good 
reason for not going. I could not get away from this 
argument, so I decided to go to Dr. A. C. Dixon, 
who was then pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, 
and talk it over with him. I did this and when I 
left him there was no question in my mind but that 
I should follow a business career. That was a little 
more than twenty years ago. Since that time the 
vision I had has been fulfilled — though not literglly, 
yet in a way that has been more than its athens 5 
Since then also the Lord has shown me that though 
tithing is good it is in a sense legalistic, and in our 
age of grace all we have is his, so our giving should 
be according as he prospers us. 

During these twenty years business has faced two 
crises. The first in 1921. At that time the firm of 
which I am president and in which I hold a controlling 
interest was, like all other firms, heavily stocked with 
materials, when all at once without notice orders 
ceased coming. This was soon followed by cancellation 
of orders on hand. This really happened the last 
weeks of 1920. By 1921 commodity prices began fall- 
ing, and did not stop until our principal raw mate- 
rial had dropped to a price of about forty percent of 
what we had paid for some of our stock. Practically 
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all manufacturers took heavy losses that year because 
of reduced values of inventories. 

Early in 1921 one morning on opening the mail I 
found an inquiry for one quarter million pieces of an 
article on which we had never felt we were able to 
compete, and this from a far section of the country 
where most of our competitors were located. We had 
no hopes of getting the business, but gave quotations, 
basing our price on the then prevailing price of raw 
material. It was no small pleasure a few days later 
to receive the order. Further inquiries came, and 
each time we quoted on the item using the market 
price of the raw material. On each order the price 
dropped. We of course took a loss on the material, 
but we moved what we had on hand and soon had to 
start buying some of the particular size used for this 
item. When we began buying we found we could 
pick up all we wanted at prices under the market quo- 
tations, so that by the end of the year the savings 
made through buying under market fully covered 
losses due to declining prices on all of our materials 
on hand at the beginning of the year. At the end of 
the year we lost the business because competitors wh> 
had held up their prices dropped to unwarranted low 
levels. Since then not a single order has been re- 
ceivel for that item, but that business deflated our 
inventory, and the year’s business showed a satisfac- 
tory profit. The same year a new class of work was 
undertaken, and because of the success of it an addi- 
tion was made to the plant, which provided a one 
hundred percent increase in the floor space. 

“And there was a famine in the land. . . . Then 
Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same 
year an hundredfold: and the Lord blessed him” (Gen. 
26:1, 12). And so the Lord has not failed to bless 
and give increase as the years have passed, until 1930 
came, when again many firms showed losses, but ours 
again showed a profit under difficult conditions. 

But it has been during 1931 that God has shown the 
most marvelous demonstration of his care. 

In December, 1930, I offered to our largest customer 
a new item as the leading one for 1931. It was on 
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this item that we placed our greatest hopes for profit 
in 1932. Quite unexpectedly our customer turned down 
this item flatly, and we were left with what did not 
seem to be a sufficiently complete line for this cus- 
tomer. It seemed almost too late to develop something 
new, but it was decided to do so, and in February a 
new line was offered and accepted. As the year went 
on it was discovered that the item which was turned 
down had become an entirely dead number. There 
was no demand for it whatever. This could not be 
foretold in December. Had it been accepted we should 
have lost all the expense of equipping to make the 
item and everything invested in the production of a 
stock from which to make shipments. On the other 
hand the second item proved to be an exceptionally 
fine seller and brought very fine sales. 

But that was not all. The heavy withdrawals from 
banks which came in October made it necessary for 
our bank to call loans made to us, as well as others. 
It was thought that we would have no trouble getting 
the money in one of the large metropolitan banks, but 
to the surprise of all we were turned down. But again 
our plans were defeated and in the place thereof a 
new one was worked out whereby we are now financed 
on a long term basis instead of by short term loans, 
a condition which gives us a great deal of ease in view 
of the uncertain outlook for 1932. 

And yet again God gave us a crowning blessing for 
1931. When in November I showed samples for 1932 
business to our customer referred to above, he sug- 
gested that he would like one item before Christmas 
if it could be gotten out and he offered an order on it. 
This order brought repeat orders equal to four times 
the original, and as a result of this business we were 
able to give part time employment to all our workers 
for six weeks before Christmas instead of laying off 
many of them entirely. Besides that, inventories of 
materials were reduced and cash available as well as 
profits for the year augmented. The year 1931 closed 
with a very satisfactory showing. . 

I feel that these things are clearly of God, yet most 
of us are apt to forget that he cares for those of his 
children who are handling the things of this world. 


Our Neighborhood Bible Classes 
By Mrs. Ralph Campbell 


HE large scattered congregation of the First Pres- 

byterian Church of Hollywood, Cal., has been 
divided territorially into twelve sections. These divi- 
sions serve many purposes, one of the most helpful 
being to serve as a unit for week-day Bible classes. 

Centrally located in each division is a home offered 
by a member, who acts as hostess for a class meeting 
every week to study the Word of God. Women 
teachers are invited or assigned to teach in these homes 
each fall. 

A “get-together” luncheon is arranged by the teachers 
at the church and all women of the congregation are 
invited. A short program is given, in which each 
teacher is introduced and given an opportunity to give 
a five or ten minute Bible message. She then an- 
nounces the address, hostess, subject, and time of 
meeting of each of her classes, of which there are 
usually two to a teacher. The next week all classes 
are announced in the church bulletin and they continue 
until the following summer. 

Thursday is regular Bible Class Day. Most of the 
classes are held at ten or ten-thirty in the morning 
or at two or two-thirty in the afternoon. Some classes 
meet on Wednesday or Friday, the day being optional. 

The teaching plan usually follows one book of the 
Bible through verse by verse. One teacher is now 
taking Paul’s Epistles chronologically. The subject 
and method are left entirely to the choice of the 
teacher and her group. 

The fellowship of meeting around the Word, week 
by week, for an hour’s study is productive of a greater 
knowledge of the Book than can be had from short 
Sunday classes. . 

Books of the Bible that are seldom studied in more 
formal classes are consecutively covered. The mem- 
bers of the class grow near and dear to one another 
and the teacher. The church is greatly benefited, for. 
many who have no church connections whatever are 
brought into these neighborhood classes and there in- 
troduced to the Lord. Often whole families are brought 
into the church through some woman in one of the 
classés. 

There are ten such classes in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Hollywood with an average attendance of 
about two hundred a week. This is the fifth year of 
their organization, and only eternity will reveal their 
results. 

Hottywoop, Cat. 
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In that one moment of vision he [David Brainerd] 
learned more than in all the laborious years of the past. 
He saw that God’s will is the one fount of undefiled 
peace and joy. To do that will at any cost became the 
passion of his life—John Shearer, M.A. 
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LESSON 5. MAY 1. ISAAC AND HIS WELLS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 26 : 12-25 
Golden Text.— A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.—Prov. 15 : 1 
Kinc JAMES VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION KinG JAMES VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and 12 And Isaac sowed in that land, and 20 And the herdmen of Gerar did there a well of *springing water. 20 And 
received in the same year a hundred- 


fold: and the Lord blessed him. 
13 And the man waxed great, and went 
forward, and grew until he became very 


reat: 

14 For he had possession of flocks, and 
possession of herds, and great store of 
servants: and the Philistines envied him. 

15 For all the wells which his father’s 
servants had digged in the days of Abra- 
ham his father, the Philistines had stop- 
ped them, .and filled them with earth. 

16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go 
from us; for thou art much mightier 
than we. 

17 And Isaac departed thence, and 
pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, 
and dwelt there. 

18 And Isaac digged again the wells of 


found in the same year a hundredfold: 
and Jehovah blessed him. 13 And the 
man waxed great, and grew more and 
more until he became very great: 14 and 
he had possessions of flocks, and posses- 
sions of herds, and a great’ household: 
and the Philistines envied him. 15 Now 
all the wells which his father’s servants 
had digged in the days of Abraham his 
father, the Philistines had stopped, and 
filled with earth. 16 And Abimelech 
said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou 
art much mightier ‘than we. 17 And 
Isaac departed thence, and encamped in 
the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 


strive with Isaac’s herdmen, saying, The 
water és our’s: and he called the name 
of the well Esek; because they strove 
with him. 


21 And they digged another well, and 
strove for that also: and he called the 
name of it Sitnah. 


22 And he removed from thence, and 
digged another well; and for that they 
strove not: and he called the name of 
it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the 
Lord hath made room for us, and we 
shall be fruitful in the land. 

23 And he went up from thence to 
Beer-sheba. 


24 And the Lord appeared unto him 
the same night, and said, I am the God 


the herdsmen of Gerar strove with Isaac’s 
herdsmen, saying, The water is ours: and 
he called the name of the well .? Esek; 
because they contended with him: ‘21 ’And 
they digged another well, and they strove 
for that also: and he called the name of 
it *Sitnah. 22 And he removed from 
thence, and digged another well; and for 
that they strove not: and he called the 
name of it * Rehoboth; and he said, For 
now Jehovah hath made room for us, 
and we shall be fruitful in the land. 

23 And he went up from thence to 
Beer-sheba. 24 And Jehovah appeared 
unto him the same night, and said, 
am the God of Abraham thy father: fear 
not, for I am with thee, and will bless 


water, which they had digged in the 
days of Abraham his father; for the 
Philistines had stopped them after the 
death of Abraham: and he called their 
mames after the names by which his 
father had called them. , . 

19 And Isaac’s servants ~ rr} in the 
valley, and found there a well of spring- 
ing water, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


BRAHAM was the great pioneer of faith; Isaac 
A was the great son of faith,— Abraham’s prom- 

ised seed and the first heir of the covenant. 
Isaac seems to be so overshadowed by his wonderful 
father Abraham and his forceful son Jacob, that it is 
easy to miss the real significance of his character and 
his place in the story of redemption. Since he was 
the first heir of the covenant God made with his 
father, and since his son Jacob was to build the tribes, 
it is natural that most of Isaac’s story should be 
linked with Abraham and with Jacob. The chapter 
telling the fascinating story of the wells is the only 
chapter given to Isaac independently. But his was a 
miracle life, in his birth, in his offering on the altar, 
in his marriage, in the birth of his children, in his 
carrying on of the covefiant blessing. Isaac in several 
ways attained standards of righteousness that even his 
great father did not reach, and in our day we are 
finding difficulty in reaching his standard as a vic- 
torious handler of strifes. 


The Historical Setting 


According to our Bible chronology Isaac’s birth 
may be put at 1896 B. C.. The place of his birth was 
probably Beer-sheba when Abram was one hundred 
years old. Esau and Jacob were born when Isaac 
was sixty years old, or 1836 B. C. Abraham died in 
1821, when Isaac was seventy-five years old and Esau 
and Jacob were fifteen. When Esau was forty he 
married his first two wives, and perhaps it was mid- 
way between Abraham’s death and Esau’s marriage 
that the events connected with the digging of the 
wells at Gerar took place. The lesson may therefore 
be dated about 1806 B. C., when Isaac was about ninety 
years old, : 


Verse by Verse 


Genesis 26:12.—Then Isaac sowed in that land. 
This is the first mention of agriculture in Abraham’s 
family. ‘That land” was Gerar, the land of the Philis- 
tines, where Jehovah told Isaac to remain, and not 
to go to Egypt during the famine (26:1-3). And re- 
ceived in the same year an hundredfold. Quite a yield 
for a famine year! Thirtyfold is a good crop, and 
a hundredfold rare indeed for the best land. And the 
Lord blessed him. This is the key to the crop. 
is not discouraged by famine conditions or depression 
(Prow 10:22). 

Verse 13.—And the man waxed great, and .. . be- 
came very great. That is, very rich (1 Sam. 25:2; 
a Sam. 19:32; 2 Kings 4:8; Job 1:3). 

Verse 16.—Go from us; for thou art much mightier 
than we. In those primitive days, as a man’s wealth 
increased he might be dangerous to his neighbors. 
But Isaac never would have been dangerous to anyone. 
Abimelech had not yet seen the deeper meaning of 
Isaac’s increasing wealth (v. 28). 


18 And Isaac digged again the wells 
of water, which they had digged in the 
days of Abraham his father; 
Philistines had stopped them after the 
death of Abraham: 
names after the names by which his 
father had called them. 
servants digged in the valley, and found 


for the ham’s sake. 


and he called their 


19 And Isaac’s servants digged a well. 


% % % % 


Verse 17.—And Isaac departed thence, and pitched 
his tent in the valley of Gerar. Isaac went from the 
city to the valley, knowing that his God was God also 
of the valley. His peace-loving non-resistance was 
deeper than mere timidity. 

Verse 18.—Isaac digged again the wells of water, 
which they had digged in the days of Abraham. Isaac 
follows Abraham in the daily humdrum task. He 
called their names after the names by which his father 
had called them. There is a suggestion here of desir- 
ing to conserve all that his father accomplished. 


Verse, 19.—Found there a well of springing water, 
literally “a spring of living water.” The Jews were 
prepared for the teaching of Jehovah as the fountain 
of living water, and of the Holy Spirit as the living 
water springing up unto eternal life (Lev. 14:5; Jer. 
2:13; 17:13; John 4:14; 7: 37-39). 

Verse 20.—He called the name of ‘the well Esek, 
meaning “contention.” In that land names were in a 
peculiar sense monuments. Suppose monuments were 
erected now at every place of contention! 


Verse 22.—And he removed from thence. The way 
to stop a quarrel is to move from the place of enmity. 
And digged another well; and for that they strove not. 
It is hard to keep quarreling with a man who will not 
quarrel, and even contentious people have some shame. 
And he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, 
For now the Lord hath made room for us, and we 
shall be fruitful in the land. This new name, “broad 
places” or “roominess,” is given in honor of the Lord 
who set him in this large place (Psa. 31:8; 118:5). 
This, then, was the real reason the Philistines ceased 
to contend. Read Proverbs 16: 7. 


Verse 23.—And he went up from thence to Beer- 


sheba, Beer-sheba was probably about twenty-five 
miles north of Rehoboth, thirty miles south of Hebron, 





Wells of Peace 
By Amos R. Wells 


Caterer Isaac, stoutly digging in the land of 
5 thirsty woes, strikes at last a splendid foun- 
tain where the living water flows. But the selfish, 
harsh Philistines seized the precious well, alas ! 
Isaac merely shrugged his shoulders: ‘Call it Esek; 
let it pass!"” So again the patient Isaac dug until 
he found a well, and the water gurgled upward 
under nature’s blessed spell. But once more the 
well was captured by the harsh Philistine foe; Isaac 
shrugged his peaceful shoulders: ‘‘ Call it Sitnah; 
let it go.’” Once again, and far removing, Isaac 
dug, nor dug in vain, for he found the precious 
water under Gerar’s torrid plain. And this time 
they let him keep it, for his patience found full 
bloom; so he called the well Rehoboth; ‘‘ For,”* 
he said, *‘the Lord makes Room.’ What a happy, 
gentle lesson Isaac’s manly story tells! Let us never 
drink the water till in peace we dig the wells! 





of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I 
am with thee, and will bless thee, and 
multiply thy seed for my servant Abra- 


25 And he builded an altar there, and 
called upon the name of the Lord, and 
pitched his tent there: and there Isaac’s 
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thee, and multiply thy seed for my serv- 
ant Abraham’s sake. 25 And he builded 
an altar there, and called upon the name 
of Jehovah, and pitched his tent there: 
and there Isaac’s servants digged a well. 
1Heb., living. *That is, Conten- 
tion. * That is, Enmity. ‘* That is, 
Broad places, or, Room. 


International Council of Religious Education. 


and is proverbial as the southern limit of Palestine 
and Judah: “from Dan to Beer-sheba” (Gen, 21: 22- 
32; 28:10). The largest of the wells discovered at 
Beer-sheba by Edward Robinson is twelve and a half 
feet in diameter and forty-four and a half feet deep, 
several feet being cut through the solid rock. 

Verse 24.—And the Lord appeared unto him the 
same night. The second recotded appearance (26: 2). 
It comes, as in the case of Abraham, when Isaac has 
exercised real faith in the presence of enemies, / am 
the God of Abraham thy father. This is the first oc- 
currence of this remarkable name of God. The prom- 
ised seed has now reached the second generation and 
Jehovah is known as the one who appeared fo Abra- 
ham. Fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee. 
Isaac’s contests with enemies were no ordinary con- 
tests, but were connected with the promised Messianic 
blessings. And multiply thy seed for my servant Abra- 
ham’s sake. Thus is the blessing of Abraham, pioneer 
ye _— descending upon his son Isaac, the son of 
aith, 

Verse 25.—And he builded an altar there, and called 
upon the name of the Lord. This also was Abraham’s 
response to God’s appearances. In the midst of the 
Philistines and other idolaters it was known far and 
wide that Isaac served Jehovah. 


Lesson Outlines 
How Gop Biessep Isaac 


1. God sets Isaac a rich table in the presence of 
ms! enemies (Gen. 22:17; Matt. 5:3-6; Psa. 
23). 

2. God gives Isaac the victory of the wells (Gen. 26: 
18-22; Matt. 5:9-12; Psa. 23). 

3. God appears to Isaac with the covenant blessings 
of Abraham (Gen. 26: 23-25; Matt. 5:7, 8, 12; 
Psa. 23:6). 

“ISAAC THE GREAT” 


1. Great in riches and earthly success. 
2. Great in persistence and peace. 
3. Great in faith and worship. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Philistines. The Philistines, persistent enemies 
of the people of God, come into prominence first in 
connection with the history of Abraham (Gen. 21: 
33, 34) and Isaac; closely connected with Egypt (Gen. 
10:14). From them Palestine gets its name, and the 
Mediterranean is called “the sea of the Philistines” in 
Exodus 23:31. When Israel left Egypt they were 
warned away from the warlike Philistines, who ‘in 
the days of the Judges, and of Samuel, and of David, 
were among the greatest of Israel’s foes (see espe- 
cially 1 Sam. chaps 4 to 7). The prophecies concern- 
ing the Philistines have been fulfilled to the letter} 
oe: 47:1-7; Amos 1:6-8; Zeph. 2: 4-7; Zech. 9: 
5-7). 

Isaac’s Career and Character. Study Isaac’s birth and 
career from Genesis 15 to 28:5, and 35: 27-29. Note 
Isaac’s faith in yielding himself an offering, —a key 
to his character; his faith in interceding for a son, 
holding to a pure monogamy as his father did not; 
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his faith in not going to Egypt in famine, as Abra- 
ham did; his enterprise in going into agriculture and 
in digging new wells. Even in the blessing of his 
sons, which reveals weaknesses in his character, Isaac 
rises to the occasion as the prophet of God and the 
man of faith when he realizes that Jehovah has over- 
ruled to give to the younger son the Messianic bless- 
ing (27:33). Isaac’s last recorded words emphasize 
his clear vision that through Jacob is the blessing 
of Abraham to come (28: 1-5). 


The threefold significance of this record concerning 
Isaac: (1) God's personal dealing with Isaac, reward- 
ing his faith in staying in the land, his diligence in 
cultivating the land, his spirit of peacemaking, and his 
faith in God in building the altar and calling on the 
name ofthe Lord; (2) its part in God's plan of 
redemption. Isaac is, the chosen seed. He and his 
farnily need to be protected from the enemies round 
about. His own faith needs tobe strengthened and 
developed so that he may pass on the covenant bless- 
ing to his children. The worship of the true God 
Jehovah needs to be preserved; (3) Isaac and his 
experiences are types of future spiritual truths. As 
Abraham is a type of those who have faith for salva- 
tion, so Isaac is a type of the children of faith. He 
is a most striking type of Christ but this is not di- 
rectly brought out in the present lesson, except that 
we may suggest that he is a type of Christ as the 
meek One who will inherit the earth and as the peace- 
maker. 


Other Topics. Isaac and World Peace (see Rom. 
13: 1-4; Gen, 14: 13-16). Abraham and the Philis- 
tines. Famous Wells of Scripture. Isaac as a type of 
Christ. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Christians should show their faith by diligence and 
persistence in the ordinary tasks of life. In a time 
of famine or depression, Isaag turned to agriculture. 
He trusted God for blessing in material things. He 
was the heir of the great promise to Abraham, but 
he kept busy with his farming and with his well dig- 
ging. 

We should imitate Isaac as a great receiver of bless- 
ings, and @ continuer in the blessings. We likewise 
have been born to inherit blessings (1 Pet. 3:9). But 
it is a fight of faith to enter into the blessings, Isaac 
had to pray earnestly for his promised heir. 
| As much as in us lies we should live peaceably with 
‘all men. Romans 12:17-21. It would be a healthy 
exercise to record how many times in the past year we 
have used the soft answer that turneth away wrath, 
and how many times we have used grievous words 
that stir up anger. 

Let there be no strife over the wells of salvation. 
Saddest of all strifes are those among Christian 
workers. In giving out the living waters there are 
certainly broad places. There would be less crowding 
and less envy at home if we went more diligently into 
all the unreached world to dig wells of salvation. 

Have we erected an altar in the place where our 
tent is pitched? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Isaac had the Shepherd of the Twenty-third Psalm 
and the Master of the Beatitudes caring for him: no 
wonder he got on well. 


Isaac left us an example of suffering for well doing 
and taking it patiently: but a greater than Isaac is 
our example (1 Pet. 2: 19-23). 

Isaac’s life began with a miracle: so did ours — with 
the new birth. Let us live according to our birth. 


The Philistines saw plainly that the Lord was with 
Isaac, — not their god, but the living Jehovah: what 
kind of Saviour do the Philistines think is caring for 
us? 

Our chief business is to dig wells of living water 
to satisfy thirsty souls. 

Are we masters of the soft answer, or slaves of the 
grievous words? 


Isaac is a continual reminder of the question that 
heralded his birth: “Is any thing too hard for the 
Lord?” 5 

Do we greet a promised miracle with the laugh of 
— (Gen. 18:12), or with the glad laughter 
o t 


God is still able to give a hundredfold in depression 
years, 
Cotumaia, S. C, m 


If there ts a breakdown, it is we who break down; 
and it is @ breakdown at the point of trust. Gud for- 
bid that we should lower our ideals in order to reach 
them, when Ommnipotence is at our disposal for the 
attainment of the highest. . . . Christianity is seen in 
the life that is lived in the energy of the Holy Spirit. 
The world is waiting for such a demonstration of 
Christianity, and it is up to us to give that demonstra- 


tion—W. Graham Scroggie, D.D., in the Keswick 
Calendar. 


| 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 3.—God in Creation ...... a5 9 ach Genesis 1:1 to 2:7 
2. April 10.—How Sin Begins .......... Genesis 2:8 to 3:24 
3. April 17.—The Call of Abram ............ Genesis 12: 1-9 
4. April 24.—Abram’s Generosity to Lot ........ Genesis 13 
5. May 1.—Isaac and His Wells ............ Genesis 26 : 12-25 
6. May 8.—Esau Sells His Birthright (Temperance 

EMOOGR) Sree bR bah ces Kec inn ccs cere eseess Genesis 25 : 27-34 
7. May 15.—Jacob at Bethel ...............- Genesis 27 and 28 
8. May 22.—Jacob and Esau Reconciled ....Genesis 32 and 33 


9. May 29.—Joseph the Dreamer ............-- Genesis 37 : I-11 
10. June 5.—Joseph the Worker ............ Genesis 39 to 41 
11. June 12.—Judah the True Brother. Genesis 44 : 18 to 45 : 15 
12, June 19.—Jacob the Aged Father 

Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30; 47:7 
13. June 26.—Review: What We Have Learned from Genesis 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. xidgway 


“The Breaks.”—The Lord blessed him. And the 
man waxed great,... very great (vs. 12, 13). There 
are many men who wax great, very great. Perhaps 
you are able to name some of cur present day. and 
generation, “great” and “very great”—as they and 
all the world consider greatness. I am wondering 
how many of these “great” and “very great,” plus the 
near great, give a thought to the fact they are what 
they are entirely by the blessing of God and only in 
part by their own ability and favoring circumstances. 
One of the great Captains of Industry poo-pooed the 
idea that he got where he was by any superior ability. 
The way he put it was this: “I just got the breaks.” 
All of which may or may not be true. Let us see. 
There was Mr. John H. Converse of the Baldwin 
Locomotive Works and his successor Mr. Alba John- 
son, but both came out of the Christian Church and 
were elders in that church. Mr. Johnson was Mr. 
Converse’s office boy. That was his “break.” John 
Wanamaker, who taught the world how to distribute 
merchandise, always gave God the glory of bringing 
him from the brickyard, through the Sunday-school, to 
his high place. That little Sunday-school in a tent 
in Philadelphia’s “tough district” was his “break.” 
The great Cunard Line, upon whose steamers Mark 
Twain said one was safer than on dry land, also got 
its “break.” Mrs. Cunard prayed every ship across 
the sea. That’s why the Cunard Line never lost a 
passenger. Judge Gary, who formed the great United 
States Steel Company, and ran it on the high principle 
of “live and let live,” for the first time in the history 
of competitive business, no doubt got his “break.” 
Do you want to know where I think he got it — back 
yonder when he taught a Sunday-school class. Did 
you ever know that when Billy Sunday came to New 
York he was backed by Judge Gary, whose help made 
the meetings so great a success? Yes, Isaac was 
“very great” because he got “the break.” Here it is: 
“The Lord blessed him.” You can have the same 
“break” for the asking (Matt. 6:33; 1 Tim. 4:8). 


Patience and Perseverance.—He .. . digged an- 
other well... and he called the name of it Rehoboth 
(v. 22). First well they fougsc over. Esek. Sec- 
ond well the Gerarers and the Isaacers got at it again. 
But the third time told the tale, and it was Rehoboth, 
the broad place. Room for all who would. Here 
is as fine an argument for long-suffering peace and 
unselfishness to be found anywhere. Isaac seems like 
a hero stepping out of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Thrown ahead a few centuries. Isaac by his peaceful, 
non-resisting attitude, was not only saving some 
cracked heads and bloody noses, not to mention some- 
thing more serious in the way of bitterness and re- 
prisals, but he was really enriching the land with 
valuable assets. In that hot and dry country an un- 
failing well of cool water was of many times more 
value than the greatest gushers that ever spouted 
among the oil wells of Texas and Oklahoma (Deut. 
6: 10-12). The Isaacs who can dig “another well” 
are not overly plentiful in the world. That is to say, 
the sterling virtues of patience and perseverance are 
so rare that when a man is found with them his suc- 
cess is apt to be insured. Mention a single “well” 
ever dug, and look into its history. Goodyear “dug” 
for rubber a long time. Field’s “well” was undersea 
telegraphy, and he dug several before he owned une. 
Bell with his telephone. Edison with his incandescent 
lamp. The Wrights were digging their “well” through 
the overhead atmosphere. Ford the country watch- 
maker did not just walk up to some wood, metal, and 
rubber and say, “Presto change,” and out jumped 
the “you-see-em-wherever-you-go-and-they-go-wher- 
ever-you-see-em.” I have forgotten how many tire 
“wells” Firestone had to sink before he could say “Re- 
hoboth.” There are dozens and dozens of patient and 
persistent “well” diggers who might be mentioned. 
These men dug “well” after “well” and lost them, 


but that didn’t squelch them. They dug on and came 
to Rehoboth. 
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What the Best Need.—For I am with thee, and will 
bless thee... . And he builded an altar there (vs. 24, 
25). As all the long time readers of this Corner 
know, I am always astonished how all these old Bible 
heroes have to be all_the titne patted on the back by 
God and-hear him saying, “I am with thee.” We poor 
little two-for-fivers, of course —but men like Isaac 
and Paul — well! here’s the gentle passive turn-the- 
other-cheek and dig-another-well patriarch and away 
over at the other end of the Book the pugnacious and 
aggressive apostle. He had to send a special messen- 
ger to Paul (Acts 27:23). Is the greatest god of 
this world, Fear? Since our God is the same yester- 
day, today, and tomorrow, and since God’s children 
are pretty much of the same earth, earthy — with some 
variations of course —I am wondering whether or not 
we do not have right here the secret of achieving men 
and women. When Sir Knight Goahead gets “right 
up against it” and he is likely to say to Old Man 
Hard Circumstances, “You win, I’m licked,” ‘then 
comes the inner voice, “I am with thee,” and. Sir 
Knight couches his trusty lance and goes ahead to 
conquer. Hm! sounds like Sir Walter Scott. As I 
have said here a hundred times and more, the success- 
‘ful man in affairs is found to be the one who keeps. 
one hand in God’s hand while he holds his business 
in the other. It is rather significant that God’s prom- 
ise and the altar go side by side, even in so sweet a 
spirit as Isaac. There is a connection. Has it ever. 
occurred to you that matters might go better with you 
if there were an altar in your home? I am just ask- 
ing you. Family altars are few, and troubles are 
many. The President of Philadelphia’s greatest bank 
told me he once asked the trained nurse who waited 
on him, and who was constantly employed in the best 
Philadelphia families, in how many she found family 
worship. She replied, “Mr. Comegys, yours is the 
only home in which I have been where there was 
family worship of any sort.” Find this — Proverbs 
16:7. An “enemy” is anything against you. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 

1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere. 

2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results. 

3- While harmful substances have been used as 
seldom as possible, t caution should always be - 
exercised in the heading of all materials. 

_ 4. The applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly 
— case bear further expansion at the discretion - 
o e user. 





MateriaL: A few nitroglycerin tablets in a 
labeled vial. 











VERY one here has heard of nitroglycerin. What 
is it used for? Would you want to be very close 
to anyone who was carrying around nitroglycerin? 
Well, I have some right here in my pocket! (Draw 
it out suddenly.) There is real nitroglycerin in this 
bottle, as you can see by the druggist’s label. Nitro- 
glycerin is dangerous only when there is enough of it 
to do harm. There isn’t enough there to raise a fly 
off the ground. It would take two hundred tablets 
like this (1-100 grain) to make one drop of nitro- 
glycerin. Each one of the tablets is a dose to be 
swallowed. If too much wefe used, it would give a 
terrible headache, and if a large amount were handled 
carelessly, it would blow up and do serious harm. If 
the tablets were dissolved in water and gargled, or 
broken up to make a poultice, they would be worth- 
less. Nitroglycerin must, first, be taken in small 
quantities, and, second, be used in the right place. 
Nitroglycerin is like words. The world’s wisest 
man said, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold 
in pictures of silver” (Prov. 25:11). Like nitro- 
glycerin, speech must be used sparingly and in the 
right place. “A soft answer turneth away wrath; but 
grevious words stir up anger” (Prov. 15:1). (See 
also Prov. 10:19; 15:2; 15:23; 17: 28; Psa. 19: 14.) 
Words are such mighty things, dear Lord, 
I fee! I cannot bear 
With worthiness this stewardship 
Thou hast given to my care. 
Words are such mighty things, dear Lord, 
May I so yielded be . 
That Christ, who spake as never man, 
May ever speak through me. 


Lawrence, Kans. —Amy Thomas. 

















Lesson for May 1 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions 
is an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching charac- 
ter. hey are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 
Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, 
and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 

Have you tried assigning some of 
the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as. given in the fol- 

lowing issue? 


HAT was remarkable about the nam- 

ing of Isaac? What other instances 

are there in Scripture of a name be- 
ing given before the birth of a child? 


2.. Why was Isaac given this name? Why 
did the Lord gently rebuke Sarah for laugh- 


ing and apparently did not rebuke Abraham? 


3- Wherein lay the first cause of this 
quarrel between Isaac and Abimelech? 


4. What evidence is found in the well 
at Beer-sheba till this day that corroborates 
the Scripture account of that water? 

5. Does Isaac’s example in giving up the 
wells point the way to world peace? That 
is, should Christians always practice non- 
resistance, and is war in itself wrong? 


6. What in this lesson indicates independ- 
ence of character ‘on the part of Isaac, who 
is often thought of as merely a copy of 
his father Abraham? 


_ 7. What result of Isaac’s long residence 
in Philistia brought him deep grief? 

8. Besides his deep love of peace what 
other great virtue marks Isaac’s life? 

9. What singular similar particulars mark 
the deaths of both Abraham and Isaac? 

10. If we have prosperity, how may we 
know that it comes as a blessing of God? 

a we have adversity, how may we 
know that it comes as a very definite sign 
of God’s disapproval ? ; 

12. How much of the earth do we own? 

13. How far do our “rights” extend? 

14. Quote Paul’s rule for testing every 
proposition (considering old wells and new 
ones), connecting the process with peace. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the 
preceding week are given on one of the later 
pages of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
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department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Iilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are.also needed. 


Have We the Old Mule’s Wisdom ?— 
The Philistines had stopped them, and 
filled them with earth (v. 15). A man 
had an old worn-out mule that he wanted 
to dispose of, also an old cistern that 
he wanted to fill, So he came to the 
conclusion that it would be a fine idea 
to put the old mule into the cistern, throw 
in a lot of loose earth upon him, and thus 
fill up the cistern, The time arrived to 
carry cut his plan, so the mule was caught 
and led to the brink of, the cistern and 
pushed into it while a number of farmers 
proceeded to throw in the dirt. As Provi- 
dence seemed to arrange it, the old mule 
landed on his feet, therefore as the earth 
showered down upon him, he would shake 
himself, and let it drop beneath his feet, 
and would then tramp it down. . As the 
earth continued to shower upon him, he 
continued to shake his body, and tramp 
with his feet, until the cistern was filled 
to the top. Then he stepped out, and 
quietly walked back to the barnyard. 
Would to God that all Christians were 
as courageous and determined in the 
“fight of faith” as was this old mule in 
his “well experience.”—From “Spiritual 
Lessons from Everyday Life.” Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Guard’s Reason.—He removed 
from thence, and digged another well (v. 
22). A _ smart-looking railway guard, 
wearing a rose in his buttonhole, was do- 
ing his work on the platform. A half- 
drunken man, as he came past, snatched 
the rose from the guard’s buttonhole, and 
flung it under the train with a drunken 
grin on his face. The guard’s face flushed 
red, but without a word he turned away. 
As he passed, a man complimented him, 
and said, “You took that splendidly, 
guard.” The guard said, “I am on duty, 
sir,” and passed on. If we could only 
remember that a Christian is always “on 
duty,” what a lot of trouble we should 
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avoid !—From the Christian Herald, Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


People Who Do Washings.—He re- 
moved from thence, and digged another 
well (vy. 22). Once there was a woman 
who did a big washing. She hung her 
clothes on a line. The line broke and 
all the wash came down. She did her 
washing over again and spread it on the 
grass to dry. A dog with muddy feet 
came along and walked all over the nice, 
clean, white clothes. The woman did 
not get angry- or lose her temper. She 
said: “Ain’t it queer he didn’t miss noth- 
ing?” That was true greatness. But 
only people who do washings know it— 
From Christian Union Herald. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kan. 


“Standing in God’s Smile.”—/ am 
with thee (v. 24). A woman of God was 
in the garden with her little two-year-old 
boy. He said, “Me standin’ in God's 
smile, Mamma.” “God grant my darling 
boy may always live in God’s smile.” 
Soon she passed away. But he grew, 
wild, restless, and unhappy. One day, 
looking over some old relics, he found 
a tiny pair of shoes and a letter from 
his mother. ‘These shoes were worn by 
my darling boy as we stood in the sun- 
light, and he said, ‘Me standing in God’s 
smile.” God grant my darling boy may 
so live as always to stand in God’s smile.” 
He knelt and asked forgiveness and again 
he lived in God’s smile in answer to his 
mother’s prayer.—Sent by Abbie C. Mor- 
row Brown, Los Angeles, Cal. 


When Her Husband Was Angry.—A 
soft answer turneth away wrath (Golden 
Text). Not long ago a Hindu woman 
was converted chiefly by hearing the 
Word of God read. She suffered very 
much persecution from her husband. One 
day a missionary asked her, “When your 
husband is angry and persesutes you what 
do you do?” She replied: “Well, sir, 
I cook his food better; when he com- 
plains I sweep the floor cleaner; and 
when he speaks unkindly I answer him 
mildly. I try, sir, to show him that when 
I became a Christian I became a better 
wife and a better mother.” The con- 
sequences of this was that, while the 
husband: could withstand all the preach- 
ing of the missionary, he could not stand 
the practical preaching of his wife, and 
gave his heart to God.— From the Evan- 
gelical Visitor. Sent by T. D. Gehret, 
Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration, 


What We “Deserve” — and Get.—d 
soft answer turneth away wrath: but 
grievous words stir up anger (Golden 
Text). The only thing we ever did to 
“deserve” salvation was to be rebels 
against God. One day a little girl, 
dressed in white, carrying a bunch of 
flowers, passed a small boy ,who was 
playing in a dusty street.. The boy threw 
a handful of dirt at the girl. It struck 
the edge of her dress and fell on her 
shoes. She stood still. Her face flushed 
as though she would cry, but instead she 
smiled and threw.a flower at the boy 
who waited to see what she would do. 
He was surprised and ashamed because 
in return for dirt he had received a 
flower. Man is a rebel against God, but 
all that he has ever received from God 
was the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
—From Revelation. Sent by Mrs. W. 
Rand, Melvin Mills, N. H. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


N LONDON, England, there are some 

large church bells. In olden times: the 
largest bell was rung at a certain time 
in the evening as a signal for the clerks 
of Cheapside, then the great market place 
of .the city, to stop work. At one time 
the man who rang the bell began to be 
a little lax in his bell-ringing and the 
boys sent him a reminder and warning 
in the following words: 


Clerke of the Bow Bell, 
With the yellow lockes, 
For thy late ringing, 
Thy head shall have knockes: 


To which the replied 


bell-ringer 
promptly : 
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I saw a look 

In Mother’s eye today 
A glad, glad look 

She didn’t cry today 
Last week she changed 

My food to Eagle Brand 
And now Ive gained 

At last. Say, ain’t that 

grand? 


Many a worried mother has 
found that Eagle Brand does 
wonders for a baby. You see, 
Eagle Brand is remarkably 
easy to digest— it is nearest 
to mother’s own milk in this 
respect. Gountless babies who 
could not digest other foods 
owe their very lives to Eagle 
Brand. In the last 75 years, 
millions of babies have been 
raised on this wonderful milk. 
Get a can today. Follow easy 
directions on label. 














Children of Chepe, 
Hold you all still, 
And you shall,have Bow Bell 
Rung at your will. 
The sexton was a wise man, and had 
evidently read the words of Solomon, “A 
soft answer turneth away wrath.” 

Our lesson today is about another man 
who lived thousands of years ago who 
also believed in “a soft answer.” He 
was Abraham’s son Isaac. ’ He was a 
very rich man because God was with him 
and had blessed him. Because he was 
such a good and rich man the people who 
lived around about him envied him and 
were suspicious of him. They did all 
sorts of mean things. They filled up the 
wells which his father Abraham had dug, 
over and over again, and each time Jsaac 
removed to another place rather than 
quarrel. (See Gen. 26: 12-22.) 

Do you know the story of the frog 
and the glowworm? The frog spat on 
the glowworm. “Why did you spit on 
me?” asked the glowworm gently. “Why 
did you shine so brightly?” asked the 
frog, for he was jealous of the glowworm. 

So the Philistines envied Isaac. Now 
envy is a hateful thing. It has many 
ugly sons and daughters. There is Miss 
Bitterness, and the twins Master Temper 
and Miss Scolding; Master Anger and 
Miss Passion, with heaps of cousins and - 
other relations: Cousin Falsehood, Cousin 
Selfishness, Cousin Pride, Cousin Re- 
venge, and Cousin Impatience, and many 
others. What a hateful family! 

Now what did Isaac do? He refused; 
to quarrel. He just moved his tents to 
another part of the land. But the Philis-| 
tines followed him and wanted to quarrel 
again over the new wells he had mode, 
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The glorious sunshine of the 
Gulf Stream will shower 
new life and vigor upon 
the happy travelers on the 





“new” S. S. Lapland as they cruise to 
Bermuda June 6 to 10. It is a cruise 
arranged especially for you. It provides 
your kind of good time with congenial 
Christian companions. The low rates will 
delight you. More than half the accom- 
modations are priced at $60 or less. Write 


today for full particulars. 
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but Isaac refused to quarrel, and moved 
on again. What a patient man Isaac 
was! Anyone can quarrel, but it takes a 
strong, brave fearless man to keep his 
mper and refuse. Children, always re- 
oe ol that meekness is no namby-pamby 
thing. It is strength with a yoke -on! 
You remember how meek the Lord Jesus 
was when they arrested him in the gar- 
den. He, who could have had all the 
armies of Heaven if he had just asked 
for them, meekly let them arrest him. 
So on went Isaac till he found a place 
where the Philistines did not come, and 
from there he went up to Beer-sheba. 
(Show on the map.) And all the time 
was watching over him as_ he 
watched over his father Abram. You 
remember how pleased God was with 
Abraham when he refused to quarrel with 
Lot and how God appeared to Abraham. 
Well, exactly the same thing happened 
here, God appeared to Isaac the same 
night he arrived at Beer-sheba, and said 
to him, “I am the God of Abraham thy 
father: fear not, for I am with thee, and 
will bless thee” (v. 24). How glad 
Isaac must have been that he had not 
quarreled over the wells. How won- 
derful, too, to think that the God of his 
father appeared unto him. And Isaac 
did just what his father Abraham had 
done when God appeared to him. Do you 
remember what it was? Yes! He built 
an altar and prayed to the true God! 


Expression Work 

‘Get the children to tell you of some 
of the enemies that trouble them, and 
rs how they should treat them if they 
behave as Isaac did. Use the following 
examples: The enemy of Laziness — we 
must turn away toward Duty instead; 
the enemy Passion — we must turn away 
to Self-Control; the enemy Irritability 


— we must turn our backs on him, and 


live with Patiénce. 
Norwica#, Ene. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
deliver us we pray thee, from the spirit of 
contention. May we live at peace with our 
neighbors. Help us not. to be so concerned 
about our rights, as we are about doing 
right in thy sight. We. rejoice that while 
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earthly supplies may be limited by circum- 
stance, the water of life is not denied to 
those who will receive it from thine infinite 
resources. Grant that in all our dealings 
with others, we may show forth a spirit of 
consideration, and that we may yield wher- 
ever thou wouldst have us yield, not grudg- 
ingly, but gladly. We ask this in the name 
of him who gave himself for us that we 
might live, and drink of the water of life 
freely. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—On a New ‘Hamp- 
shire hillside three neighbors dwell within 
a half mile of one another. The neigh- 
bor lower down on the hill was not re- 
ceiving enough water from his spring to 
meet his needs, and he asked neighbor A 
if a spring not in use on A’s property 
might not be opened up so that he might 
supplement his supply from neighbor A’s 
spring. The answer was a curt refusal. 
Neighbor B, however, hearing of the 
situation, offered the entire overflow from 
his spring to the neighbor lower down, 
and told him that if that did not prove 
to be enough, he would see that water 
came to him from another supply on B’s 
property, so that he might have all he 
wanted. Shall I put this in the form of 
a parable? Who was really neighbor to 
the man who had not enough water for 
his daily supplies? You know the an- 
swer. A_ thoughtful, generous spirit 
makes a good neighbor. A mean spirit 
makes a mean neighbor. None of us 
want to be like that when we stop to 
think about it. Let us during this week 
see whether we are doing anything that 
would lead to wrong contention with 
others in a spirit of selfishness. What 
about the Golden Text? May we say it 
together? “A soft answer turneth away 
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger” 
(Prov. 15:1). Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Peace, Perfect Peace.” 

“I’m Not Ashamed to Own My Lord.” 
“Do Something for Somebody.” 
“Shall I Empty-Handed Be?” 

“Win Them One by One.” 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: New wells and old. 
Discussion: Let the fellows note some 

of the wonderful advances made in sci- 

ence and invention in the past twenty- 
five years; then show them how God’s 

Word is as marvelously adapted to hu- 

man need in the human use of these 

things as it ever was in the most primi- 
tive days. 


Objective: Keep open the tried and 
tested wells. 











AY, fellows, there’s nothing else in 
the Bible like it;“nothing else in all 
literature or history like it; neither have 
I ever seen or heard of anything like 
this Isaac and his wells. Isaac and his 
wells are unique. Sometimes I have 
thought Isaac was a sissy. The idea of 
allowing those servants of Abimelech to 
come in there and drive him away from 
his wells when he could have stood them 
off with his superior force. Why didn’t 
he stand up for his rights like a man? 
You see, fellows, wells were very im- 
portant things in the land where Isaac 
lived. Streams were rare and far apart. 
Flocks and herds must have water and 
plenty of it. So Isaac dug deep into the 
ground to find water. About the time 
he would get a well established and have 
his cattle getting water comfortably, here 
would come these pestiferous marauders 
to drive his servants and his sheep away. 
Fellows, Isaac was not a sissy. He was 
a man of peace. Did you know it takes 
greater strength of character to make for 
peace than it does to break training and 
fight? Well, it does. The best way to 
properly appraise the wisdom and the 





courage of Isaac’s course is to note how 
it worked out. Every time he yielded 
a well to his enemies and moved away 
he grew .stronger—more sheep, more 
cattle, more servants, more prosperity, 
more contentment. And he grew wiser. 

Isaac had that wisdom which came out 
in the proverb of a very wise man a 
thousand years later: “Better is a dry 
morse!, and quietness therewith, than an 
house full of sacrifices with strife” (Prov. 
17: : 

Isaac’s wisdom also enabled him to 
grasp the fact that God has plenty of 
room for those who are willing to make 
a sacrifice for peace. “Blessed are the 
meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
. . . Blessed are the peacemakers: for 
they shall be called the children of God” 
(Matt. 5:5, 9). 

Isaac’s wise course took him back to 
the old wells his father had dug; where 
his father Abraham had found a fresh 
flowing and satisfying stream. He re- 
opened them and found more and better 
water than had rewarded his digging of 
new wells in new fields. And there at 
Beer-sheba, the. old well of Abraham, 
the Lord appeared to Isaac and reas- 
suzed him and confirmed to him all the 
gracious promises made to his father. Not 
only that, but those enemies who had 
opposed Isaac in Gerar, headed by their 
King Abimelech, voluntarily came and 
sought a covenant of peace with Isaac. 

Fellows, I’m not saying that new things 
are not good. Far from it. By the 
marvelous grace of God we are con- 
tinually being allowed to make discover- 
ies in all lines of human endeavor which 
make for progress and greater usefulness. 
But if we are wise, we will not allow 
these to obscure the reality and signifi- 
cance of the old—particularly of some 
old things which will never change, but 
will be ever fresh and new. Sin is as 
old as the race, yet it is continually crop- 
ping out in human nature— maybe in 
new forms, but always the same old sin 
— deadly and deceitful. I heard a thought- 
ful man say recently that there has been 
no new sin invented in the past two thou- 
sand years. Doubtless that is true. The 
method of salvation from the guilt of 
sin has not changed, either. The remedy 
is just the same as it was when Jesus 
Christ died upon the cross. You will 
probably hear of other ways; but there 
is no other means of being saved, except 
by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Fellows, “prove all things”; test the 
new wells if you will, but register the 
purpose —and stand by it with all your 
life—that you will never allow the old 
well of your father’s’ faith in Jesus Christ 
to become clogged by neglect or choked 
with unbelief. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Some Great Questions Answered in 
Genesis: 

What are my rights? 

(1) Rights of “creation.” 

(2) Rights of possession. 

(3) Love and “the second mile.” 


W HEN -should I stand up for “my 
rights”? And what are “my rights,” 
anyhow? These are two questions very 
pertinent to all stages of life, and espe- 
cially so in youth. Upon the individual's 
answer to them many an issue depends 
— the holding or losing of a job, a friend, 
peace in a household or neighborhood, 
even international warfare which has most 
often been an effort to assert one nation’s 
“rights” over another. Are your girls 
interested in this question? Here in this 
old “Book of Beginnings” is one answer, 
and that in full accord with the last and 
greatest word to be found on this subject 
in the revealed will of God. Ought not 
this answer to help your girls? 

First make sure that they know this 
little-known story of Isaac’s wells — of 
his patient and cheerful re-digging at 
least four times at the demands of his 
“heathen” neighbors, the Philistines. 
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Make sure that they understand the full 
value and significance of “wells” in those 
primitive and pastoral days of nomadic 
shepherd life, in Canaan. Note the mean- 
ings of each name given by Isaac to 
“his” wells as he dug and found those 
springs of “living” water. Clearly he 
associated them with God’s direct provi- 
dences in his life, with God’s guidance 
and provision. 

(1) If there is anything we feel that 
we actually own it is the work of our 
own hands or brains, or both. Our “cre- 
ations” as we fondly call them: our gar- 
dens, our pictures and poems and songs, 
our buildings and statues, our books — 
are these not ours, and should we not 
stand up for our rights when others 
threaten to take them away from us? 
These little human “honors” we proclaim 
so proudly, these petty distinctions that 
loom so large in our own minds (if not 
in others’ !) and make us so unhappy 
if they are attributed to others -— shall 
we not hold fast to them? 

(2) And then this question of “pos- 
session being nine-tenths of the law” — 
how far shall we insist upon our right 
of possession? Beginning with those 
least details of babyhood over its toys, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





ISRAC AND His WELLS 
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Lesson for May 1 


with the little courtesies of everyday life, 
with those larger issues over which men 
and women wrangle and break their 
hearts — just such an issue as Isaac might 
have made of “his” wells — what is God’s 
answer to this question? 

For men and nations out of Christ the 
laws of men must still arbitrate, and all 
manner of strife, from the babies’ “fuss- 
ing” and the family quarrels and neigh- 
borhood feuds to international warfare 
will still continue and wreck men’s hearts 
and happiness. But for Christ’s own 
God’s Word is: -“A more excellent way 
show I unto you. ... Love ... seeketh 
not its own, is not provoked.” And (be- 
cause of this love that rules in your 
heart) “if any man would go to law’ with 
thee, and take away thy coat, let him 
have'thy cloak also. And whosoever shall 
compel thee to go one mile, go with: him 
two.” 

And Isaac knew and lived this love 
two thousand years before -those words 
were spoken! Surely Genesis does an- 
swer some of the great questions of life 
for all ages! Try Isaac’s way and see 
peace and sunshine.come into your own 
life. What are they worth in compari- 
son to the “rights” you may lay down 
for love’s sake? 


Home Study 
For another lovely chapter in Isaac’s 
life read Genesis 24; and again Genesis 
22. Such memories had gone into’ the 
making of this man of peace. 
Decatur, GA. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CurRISTIAN YouTH containing this les- 
son. . The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
_cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CurisTIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisTIAN YoutTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpAy 
ScHoot TIMEs. 


If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering fromm The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. How did Isaac come to leave the 
land of Canaan and take up his residence 
in Philistia? 

2. Did God utterly forsake him because 
he had gotten out of the land? What 
evidence did Isaac have in Philistia of 
God’s blessing? 

3. How did Isaac’s residence in Gerar 
open the way for sin and humiliation in 
his life? 

4. What part did the contention of the 
Philistines over the wells play in getting 
Isaac back into the land of Canaan? 

5. Did Isaac show weakness or strength 
when he yielded the well that he had dug 
to his enemies? Why? 

6. What evidence did Isaac receive of 
God’s favor and presence, as soon as he 
returned to the land of Canaan? 


_7- What indication did the Philistines 
give that they respected rather than de- 
spised Isaac for his meekness and yield- 
ing? 

4 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of April 24) 


1. Read Genesis 11: 24-32, with 12:5. 
Lot was the orphaned son of Abram’s 
brother, Haran, whom Abram took with him 
when he left Ur upon his life journey. 

2. The saying concerning finding one’s 
life and losing it, or losing one’s life for 
Christ’s sake and thus finding it (Matt. 10: 
39; 16:25; Mark 8:35; Luke 9: 24; 17: 
33; John 12: 25). 

3. Among others may be mentioned Mat- 
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thew 5:5; 6:33; Luke 12:15; 2 Corinth- 
ians 4:18; and 1 Timothy 6: 9, 10. 

4. Abram was not directly commanded 
not to go to Egypt, as Isaac later was. He 
was, however, sent to Canaan, net to Egypt, 
and the fact that he fell into sin in Egypt 
seems to indicate that he should not have 
gone there. On the other hand, his going 
into Egypt and back again may be thought 
of as a type of Israel going to Egypt. 

5. Selfishness. 

6. Covetousness, 


7. “Take heed, and beware of covetous- 
ness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth” 
(Luke 12: 15). 

8. Selfishness, 

9. Magnanimity. 

10. The Bible frequently does not directly 
say that men are making bad choices, but 
indicates it in indirect ways. It is stated 
that the men of Sodom were sinners before 
God exceedingly. The statement that Lot 
pitched his tent toward Sodom, and later 
took up his dwelling in Sodom, is definite 
evidence of the fact that he was departing 
from God’s will. His loss of all his goods 
and his rescue by Abraham should have been 
a warning to him to leave Sodom. The final 
destruction of the city and the mercy of 
God in rescuing Lot confirm the Bible con- 
demnation of Lot’s choice. 


11. It was in Abram’s brave and unselfish 
rescue of Lot from captivity that he met 
Melchizedek and gave him an offering of 
a tenth,—the first “tithe’ mentioned in 
Scripture. See Genesis 14, especially verses 
17 to 24. 

12. It was for Lot’s sake that Abraham 
offered that mighty prayer for the deliver- 
ance of Sodom and Gomorrah, — the prayer 
which included these words: ‘Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right?” See 
Genesis 18, especially verse 25. 

13. Lot lost all his coveted wealth in the 
destruction of Sodom, whereas Abraham in- 
creased in goods even on the poorer pasture 
lands left to him, as he did in spiritual 
stature, after his unselfish treatment of his 
nephew. Such is the law of life, — selfish- 
ness defeats its own purpose even in mate- 
rial things. 

14. The Lord revealed through Ezekiel 
that the sin was: “pride, fullness of bread, 
and prosperous ease”; and “neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy” 
(Ezek. 16:49). Through this haughtiness, 
Sodom committed great abominations. 

15. The Moabites were Lot’s descendants, 
and “Ruth, the Moabitess” became the great- 
grandmother of David, a direct ancestress of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 


16. Eight times in all, if we count two 
separate appearances in Genesis 22. See 

SOS VSS 2329s Fs 895 14s 1H2 85 173 
af§ 18 ¢ af 5.49: ts''94: 9, |.18; 

17. We have here, as in all Bible events, 
(1) God’s personal dealings with Abram and 
Lot as individuals. Principles worked out 
in their lives as they work out in our lives 
today. (2) The place of this experience in 
God’s plan of redemption. Abram chooses 
Canaan, the land of redemption, and is 
trained in that faith of the unseen, which is 
so necessary if the nation is to be builded 
through whom Messiah is to come. (3) 
Abram is a_ type of each believer who is 
walking by faith, choosing according to the 
unseen realities. Lot is a type of the worldly 
Christian, walking by sight, saved as by fire. 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


(Dr. Banks’ address is 423 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


April 25 to May 1 
Mon.—Genesis 26 : 12-25. Isaac and His Wells. 

In these iconoclastic days in which 
we live, there is something refreshing 
about the way Isaac trod in his father’s 
footsteps. He was» not too advanced 
a thinker to redig his father’s wells, 
and give them the same names, too. 
The old-time religion was good enough for 
Isaac. He carried no chip on his shoul- 
der. He moved on to avoid a quarrel, 
but won his enemies and was rewarded 
by the Lord appearing to him. 

Prayer Succestion: Military pressure 
for eighteen months has failed to arrest 
the subversive Communist activities in 
French Indo-China, The Christian and 





Missionary Alliance is elising 
among twenty-one million people, but in 
Tonking there are seventeen unoccupied 
provinces, in Annam four, while much 
of Cambodia and Laos ore yet unreached, 


Tues.—Genesis 26 : 26-33. A Treaty of Peace. 

“The true way to act on the hearts 
and consciences of the men of the world 
is to stand in decided separation from 
them, while dealing ‘in perfect grace 
toward them. As long as Isaac continued 
in Gerar, there was nothing but strife 
and contention. ... On the contrary, the 
moment he went away from them, their 
hearts were touched, and they followed 
him, and desired a covenant. , . . When 
we are right with God, we may expect 
to act salutarily upon men.”—C. H. M. 


PRAYER SucGcestion: Moravian mis- 
sionaries have completed as far as the 
end of Proverbs the translation of the 
Old Testament into Tibetan. They report 
eagerness to hear the Gospel on the In- 
dian-Tibetan border. Tibet ts being 
opened by prayer. Keep it up. 
Wed.—Genesis 21 : 22-34. 

The Covenant of Beer-sheba. 

The inspired biography of Abraham is 
little less than a record of God’s appear- 
ances to him. After covenanting with 
Abimelech and his chief captain, as Isaac 
did later, he came to know God as El 
Olam, the everlasting God. It is “that 
name of Deity,” says Dr. Scofield, “in 
virtue of which He is the God whose wis- 
dom has divided all time and eternity into 
the mystery of successive ages or dispen- 
sations. It isnot merely that He is ever- 
lasting, but that He is God over ever- 
lasting things.” 

Prayer Succestion: Pray for the 
Church Missionary Society and the Amer- 
ican Presbyterian Mission North in 
Persia. “Christ's Gospel and the progres- 
sive Shah Pahlavi are working radical 
changes in favor of women and children.” 
Thurs.—Proverbs 16 : 19-33. The Better Way. 

City takers are in the world’s eye 
now. As this is written very little Jiro 
Timon has taken Tsitsihar and Harbin; 
and the mysterious philosopher-poet-gen- 
eral Tsai Ting-Kai is magnificently keep- 
ing General Vyeda and Admiral Nomura 
from taking Shanghai. But none of these 
history-makers are as “great” in God’s 
estimation as Abraham or Isaac, or you, 
if you so yield to the Spirit of God as 
to rule your own human spirit (v. 32). 


PRAYER SuGGESTION: Three million 
Moslems in Albania, Yugoslavia, Ru- 
mania, Greece, and Bulgaria are open as 
never before to Christian influences. The 
Balkan peoples are harking back to their 
Christian civilisation which Islam sub- 
merged in the fifteenth century, and Turks 
are repudiating Islam for their ancient 
Tartar and Turanian civilizations. 


Fri—1 Corinthians 13 : 1-13. 
The Supremacy of Love. 
The spiritual gifts of chapter 12, be- 


stowed’ by our Lord, are wonderful, and], 


every Christian, no matter how small a 
niche he fills in the kingdom, has one at 
least. But they are good only as they 
are ministered in love. Fundamenialists 
are all too often attacking Modernists 
without remembering this fact. The 
world has never seen such bestowment of 
benevolence as in this day of awful un- 
employment, but it is worth nothing apart 
from love so far as Christians have to do 
with it (v. 3). Love is a compensation 
for our present incompiete knowledge (vs. 
8-12), though this fact must not blind us 
to accepting all the light we may have 
from the revealed Word. 


PraYver SuGGESTION: Assyrian Chris- 
tians, Nestorians, and Greeks are plan- 
ning to leave that land en masse. They 
fear the fate that annihilated six-sevenths 
of the Armenian race. Automobiles car- 
ried eighty-five hundred of the eighteen 
thousand pilgrims who visited Medinia 
last year, so that Western influences, in- 
cluding the radio, are greatly increasing. 
Sat.—Colossians 3: 12-17. The Rule of Peace. 

At the Columbia Bible College where 
crashing financial institutions in city and 
state engulfed the College’s money, most | 
of it deposited for enlargement purposes, 
a special meeting was called for prayer. ' 
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It 


Is 


Obvious 


HEN you go. fiph- 
Wiz. go wheré the 

fish are ! When God 
opens your eyes, and you 
decide to help Jewish Mis- 
sion work—then remem- 
ber, help the Jews where 
the Jews are! 





They are in New York— 
2,000,000 of them. Every 
third man in New York is a 
Jew. It is the largest as- 
sembly of Jews ever gath- 
ered in one spot since thé 
sun began to shine. There 
are more Jews in New York 
City than in all the rest of 
the United States put to- 
gether. 


Think this over and ask 

God, ‘‘ What wilt Thou 

have me to do?” Then, let 

us hear from you. We'll 

welcome your help and your 
prayers, 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. Our field is not only 
the 2,000,000 Jews of New York, 
but the 4,000,000 Jews of Amer- 
ica. And through co-operating 
missionaries we are represented, 
and our Yiddish publications are 
being distributed, in all the im- 
portant Jewish centers of the 
world. In America, Branches are 
being established in the larger 
cities as the Lord gives us the 
means and the workers. Your 
help and BF ses are always 
needed. ‘‘ The Chosen People,'’ 
loved by many Bible students for 
its helpful information on 
Prophecy and the Jews, is sent 
to all contributors. 


May we hear from you? 


= Qo 


American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
"27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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One of the women teachers began to 
pray, “Oh, Lord, we thank thee for this 
bank failure.” It was not long before 
“Amens” were ringing from hearts and 
lips. The leaders there had learned to 
yield utterly to the God of peace (Phil. 
4:9), and therefore they were letting the 
peace of God rule (v. 15). Soon an 
unexpected gift cdme for going on with 
the enlargement. 

Prayer Succestion: Urgent interces- 
sion is needed for God to overrule Mos- 
lem plans adopted in Jerusalem in De- 
cember, such as* unifying Moslem coun- 
tries in the Near East, the Wailing Wall 
privileges, the Hejaz Railway, Zionism, 
and a Mohammedan University to rival 
the Jewish University in Jerusalem. 
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Arab journals are urging the government 
to suppress missionaries. 
Sun.—Matthew 5: 1-12. The Beatitudes. 

“When the Messiah came, the Jews 
were expecting him to set up his king- 
dom, and Jesus accordingly, at the very 
beginning*of his ministry, goes about that 
work. He does so by proclaiming these 
things: (1) The character of the mem- 
bers of his kingdom (5: 1-16); (2) The 
laws governing his kingdom (5:17 to 7: 
6); (3) The requirements for entering 
his kingdom (7:7-29). This ‘Sermon 
on the Mount’ has suffered more perhaps 
from false exegesis than any New Tes- 
tament passage except Revelation. The 
cause of these mistakes is the one of 
confounding the kingdom with the 
Church.”—Dr. James M: Gray, in “Syn- 
thetic Bible Studies” (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $2.25). 

Prayer SuGcEsTION: The one hundred 
members of the Greek Evangelical 
Church, in Egypt, organized three years 
ago, have been excommunicated in press 
and pulpit by the Patriarch and Squad 
in Cairo. The Spirit is also working 
among Moslems; souls are being saved 
at Shabin el Kanatar Hospital. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 8. Appreciating Our Parents. Eph, 6: 1- 
3. (Mothers’ Day.) 

May 15. How May We Work for World Good 
Will? Acts 10 : 34, 35. 

May 22. How to Use Music in Worship. Psa. 


43 > 3-5. 
May 29. Why Should We Pray? Psa. 51 : 10- 
19. 





Sunday, May 1 


Finding My Place in Life 
¢ 21 : 15-17) 
(Consecration Vocations 





Mon.—Dedicating a boy (: Sam 1:11, 
28 


- 24-28). 
Tues.—A place for all (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
Wed.—Using one’s gifts (Rom. 12: 3-8). 
Thurs.—Foreordained to good (Eph. 2: 
10). 
Fri—Seeking God’s will (Heb. ‘10 : 5-7). 
Sat.—Daniel led by Providence (Dan. 1: 
3-16). 











What advice may we get in choosing a 
life work? 

What vocational training is available in our 
town? 

Who are the best advisers—parents or 
others — in choosing a vocation? Why? 


~ hee saintly woman, the late 
Frances’ Ridley Havergal, used to 
say, ‘Once the will of God was a sigh; 
now it has become a song.’ When you 
get to that point, you are in the way of 
blessing, and it becomes a real delight 
to ‘enter into his gates with thanksgiv- 
ing.’ ”"—The Rev. Evan H. Hopkins. 


Our topic last week directed our atten- 
tion to the importance of making the 
right investment of life. This week we 
are to consider how to find out where 
te invest it. Surely, if it is important 





that we should invest our lives for God, 
and if there is a possibility of being either 
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spendthrift with our lives or investing 
them wrongly, it is of vital importance 
to know where God wants us to invest. 
We have had before, in this Young Peo- 
ple’s Prayer-Meeting column, the simple 
rules laid down in God’s Word for find- 
ing his will. Perhaps it will help us to 
have them before us again, Finding 
God’s will for the investment of our lives 
is precisely the same as finding his will 
for any other problem that comes to us. 


First of all there must be a whole- 
hearted yielding of the heart and life to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. .In Romans 127 
I, 2 we read, “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, ... that ye present your bodies 
[your every faculty] ... unto God,... 
that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Two 
individuals cannot successfully direct a 
life, any more than two people can drive 
the same automobile. And the very be- 
ginning of finding out God’s will for our 
lives is to hand over the control unre- 
servedly to him, 


Then, we must have a whole-hearted de- 
termination to do the will of God as soon 
as we know what it is. There is a dan- 
ger of coming to him with an attitude 
that seeks to know his will in order that 
we may decide whether or not it is what 
we will do. We can lay no claim upon 
God to reveal his will to us under such 
conditions. ws 


We must definitely ask God to show us 
his will for our place in life. He tells us 
that he has prepared such a place-for us 
(Eph. 2:10); and he also tells us that, 
if we will ask him, he will give us the 
wisdom we need to find it (Jas. 1:5). 
But he will not force his will ‘upon us. 
He waits for us to come to him and ask 
for directions. 


We must diligently seek his will 
through his Word. It is not that we 
shall find somewhere in the Bible a verse 
that will tell us that God wants us in this 
particular place or that. But his Word 
lays down for us principles of action. It 
shows us how: he dealt with others, It 
tells us of his goodness and his love. It 
reveals to us our shortcomings and our 
failures. And God thus uses his Word 
to direct our desires and thoughts into 
those channels that he has planned for 
us, and to guard us against making un- 
wise decisions. ‘ 


Then we may look for guidance in 
finding our place in life in the natural 
inclinations of our hearts. If we have 
yielded ourselves Whole-heartedly to God 
and have asked him for direction, and if 
we are faithfully searching his Word, we 
may be certain that he will, through his 
Holy Spirit, be putting an impress of his 
desires upon our hearts. “Delight thy- 
self also in the Lord; and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart” (Psa. 
37:4), implies not only the granting of 
the desires, but the putting of the desires 
in the heart. When God is getting us 
ready for his place in life for us, we may 
be sure that he will not drive us against 
our natural inclinations. If this is wrong 
he will change it so that we may really 
want to do and like to do the thing that 
he has planned for us. 


, oe 

But we must not forget that God also 
often uses the counsel of consecrated 
Christian parents and friends in directing 
us into his will, We should have an open 
and teachable mind that will permit. us 
to take advantage of the Christian. experi- 
ence of those who have walked close to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and who have had 
long experience in the Christian life. 
There is nothing so detrimental to youth 
as that attitude which brands as “old 
foggyism” any advice that earnest Chris- 
tian parents and friends would give us. 
We may not be able to use all the advice 
that we receive, and we cannot afford 
to follow even Christian counsel unless 
we are checking it up with God’s Word 
and with the other guides to knowing his 
will. But it is an important and valuable 





factor in showing us how we may find 
the place in life God has for us. 


(Lesson for May 1) APRIL 16, 1932 


Finally, we must take into account the 
providential circumstances that God 
brings into our lives. When we realize 
that God never permits anything to “hap- 
pen” to a yielded child of his, but that 
every circumstance comes with the defi- 
nite foreknowledge and permissive . will 
of God, we begin to see what an impor- 
tant part circumstances play in finding 
God’s will. For instance, when two or 
more doors of service ope to us, each of 
which appears as though it might be God’s 
will, if we will wait patiently God will 
close one door and leave the other open. 
Or sometimes, he will close both and open 
another, thus indicating to us his choice. 

Here again, however, we cannot afford 
to take circumstances only in determining 
what God would have us do, Circum- 
stances are trustworthy only when they 
check up with the Word; with the im- 
pulse that God puts upon our hearts 
through his Holy Spirit; with the ad- 
vice of Christian friends, and with the 
other factors that we have just named in 
ascertaining his will. These factors all 
stand together. No one of them is trust- 
worthy by itself. - 

In summing them all up, we might 
write one little four letter word to char- 
acterize them, It is simply “love.” This 
was the single qualification that the Lord 
Jesus asked of Simon Peter when he was 
directing him, in our Scripture lesson, to 
the life work to which he had called him, 

If the love in our hearts toward God 
is sincere, we will have no difficulty in 
the matter of yielding ourselves whole- 
heartedly to him. 

If we love him, we will want to do 
what he asks of us, and we will want to 
find out his will. 

If we love him, we will come to him 
simply and earnestly as little children to 


‘ask for directions. 


_ If we love him, we will delight in go- 
ing to his Word and feeding upon it. 

If we love him, we will love the breth- 
ren,—our fellow’ Christians, —and will 
give thoughtful and careful heed to their 
counsel, 

If we truly love him, our hearts will 
be so plastic that he can put upon us the 
impress of his will, and thus guide us 
step by step along the way. : 

Do you love him in this way,—in a 
way that makes you glad and eager to 
let him show you the place in life he has 
chosen: for you, and to empower you with 
all that you need to fill that place for 
him? 
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